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The  Arguments  on  both  Sides  are  fairly 
ftatedj   and  impartially  conlidered. 

To  which  is  added,    An 

APPENDIX, 

Addrefs'd  to  the 

Electors  oi  Great-Britain. 


S^ua  propter  de  fumma  Jalute  'vejlra,  popiilique  Romani,  de  'vef~ 
tris  Conjugibus  ac  Liberis  ;  de  aris  ac  Focis  ;  de  fanis  ac 
templis  ;  de  totius  urb'is  teciis  ac  Sedibus  ;  de  imperio,  de  liber- 
tate,  de  J'elute  Italia,  deque  uni-verfa  republica  decernite  dili' 
genter  ac  fortiter, 

CicERONis,  OratioIV.  in  Catalinam. 
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^HERE  can  hardly  happen  a 
^f^  more  favourable  Circumftance 
|/^^:^|  for  an  impartial  Writer,  than 
'^  when  the-Subjedl  he  propofes 
to  conlider  is,  in  itfelf,  of  fuf- 
ficient  Weight  to  demand  the  Attention  of 
his  Readers,  and  has  been  treated  as  fuch 
by  Authors  on  both  Sides  with  their  utmoft 
Force.  The  Place-Bill  is  allowed,  on  all 
Hands,  to  have  been  a  Debate  of  this  Na- 
ture, and  the  frequent  Attempts  v/hich  have 
been  unfuccefsfully  made  to  procure  it,  as 
they  confirm  its  Importance,  muft  awaken, 
not  only  the  Curiofity,  but  the  Concern  of 
every  Man  who  has  the  lead  Regard  lor  the 
B  Glory 

'S  -^  C  ^  '-7  o  /  i. 


2  A  Review  of 

Glory,  or  Freedom  of  his  Country.     It  has 
already  given  Occafion  to  a  vaft  Variety  of 
Pamphlets,  andjfurniflVd  frequent  Matter  for 
our  weekly  political  Produdtions :  It  has  re- 
peatedly been  the  Subjedl  of  Parliamentary 
Debates,  in  which  the  Arguments  on  both 
Sides    have    been    confidered     with     that 
Weight,    and     Dignity    which     becomes 
the   Legiflature.      It    may    be    reafonably 
then  prefumed  there  can  remain  very  little 
of  Importance  to  be  added  on  either  Side  of 
the  Qoeftion.     It  is  time  therefore  to  review 
what  has  been  already  offered  to  oiv  Con- 
fideration  in  fo  many  different  Shapes,  to 
coUedt  the  Arguments  which  thofe  who  pro- 
mote  this  Bill,  and  thofe   who  oppofe  it, 
have   feverally  brought   for  their   different 
Opinions,  and  give  the  Public  an  Opportu- 
nity of  feeing  in  one  View,  the  Subftance  of 
a  Controverfy  which  they  may  neither  have 
Time  nor  Inclination  to  examine  in  larger 
and  more  expenfive  Differtations. 

Without  farther  Preface,  the  Pljce-Bill 
is  allowed  on  both  Sides  of  fuch  vaft  Im- 
portance, and  the  Fate  of  it  of  luch  Confe- 
quence  to  the  Peace  and  Happinefs  of  thefe 
Nations,  that  it  is  treated  by  one  Party  as  a 
neceffary  Barrier  to  our  Liberties  which  they 
affed  to  reprefent  in  the  moft  apparent 
Danger  without  it,  by  the  other  as  a  Pro- 
ject big  with  Confuiion,  and  deftrudlive  not 
of  theMiniftry  only,  but  of  the  fundamen- 
tal 
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tal  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  People.     It 
is  afTerted  and  contended   for  by  the  Firft, 
as  a   Regulation  abfolutely  requifite  to  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Conftitution,    without 
which  it  will  be  always  liable  to  be  fubvert- 
ed,  and  all  the  Bleffings  we  enjoy  as  a  free 
People,  expofed  to  the  Power  of  an  ambitious. 
Prince^  or  a  defigning  Minijier,  fliould  Pro- 
vidence ever  permit  thejirjl,  or  curfe  us  with 
the  laft.    That  we  may,  indeed,  depend  on 
hisMajefty's  Moderation  and  Goodnefs,  and 
muft  be  fafe  in  the  full  PolTeflion  of  our  Li- 
berties, whilft  the  Crown  continues  in  any  of 
the  prefent  Branches  of  his  illuftrious  Family ; 
but  as  it  is  our  Misfortune  that  we  cannot 
have  an  equal  Security  for  their  Lives,  this 
Confideration,  alone,  muft  be  an  unanfwer- 
able  Argument,  for  providing  for  our  future 
Security  by  pafllng  the  Bill  contended  for,  at 
a  Time,  when  we  may  be  aflured  of  the 
Royal  Sandion,  which  cannot  be  depended 
on,  nor  even  expedted',  from  a  Prince  who 
may,  hereafter,  form  ambitious  Views  againfl: 
our  Liberties,  and  hope  to  render  fuch  Defigns 
fuccefsful,  by  reducing  both  lioufes  of  Par- 
liament to  a  corrupt  Dependance  on  the 
Crown.     It  is  on  the  other  Hand  as  warmly 
afTerted,  that  fuch  an  Innovation  cannot  take 
Place,  without  producing  fuch  a  Change  in 
the  Conftitution,  as  muft  render  the  prefent 
Government  impradicable,    be  produdive 
of  the  utmoft    Confufion   in    the  feveral 
B  2  Branches 
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Branches  of  the  Legillature,  overturning  the 
juft  Ballance  of  Power,  to  which  they 
are  refpedively  intitled,  and  in  the  End 
proving  fatal  to  the  Monarchy  itfelf. 

Before  I  enter  into  the  Confideration  of 
the  particular  Reafons  alledged  on  both  Sides 
in  fupport  of  their  different  Sentiments,  I 
can't  help  obferving  with  a  good  deal  of 
Concern,  that  this  Debate,  like  moft  others 
of  our  modern  political  Controverfies,  has 
been  carried  on  with  a  very  unbecoming 
Warmth,  and  fupported  by  very  inelegant 
Reflexions.  The  Advocates  for  a  Place-Bill 
treating  ail  who  differ  from  them  as  fworn 
Enemies  to  Truth,  Virtue,  and  Liberty, 
the  proftituted  Tools  of  an  ambitious  and 
overbearing  Minifter,  and  as  fuch  engaged 
in  a  Defign  to  enflave  their  Country  by  over- 
turning the  jiirt:  Ballance  of  Power  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Crown.  In  return,  their  An- 
tagonifts  reprefenting  them,  as  inveterate 
Foes  to  our  Conftitution,  as  Men  of  difap- 
pointcd  and  defperate  Ambition  ;  as  repub- 
lican Vifionaries,  whofe  Aim  is  Anarchy, 
and  whofe  Market  is  Confulion. 

It  is,  indeed,  impoffible  to  return  an 
Anfwer  to  fuch  general  Charges,  and  it  is 
therefore  Pity  there  fhould  be  need  of  any  : 
By  our  Conftitution  no  Man  is  fuppofed, 
much  lefs  treated  as  guilty,  without  fome 
Qvert-Ad:  to  fupport  the  Accufation,  and  I 
am  forry  that  th.ofe,  who  would  be  thought 

the 
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the  Patrons  and  Defenders  of  it,  fhould 
think  a  contrary  Treatment  neceflary  for  its 
Support.  An  Appeal  to  the  Paffions  of 
Mankind  by  bold  Infinuations  of  the  Dan- 
ger of  their  Liberties,  where  no  fuch  Dan- 
ger can  be  made  appear  to  their  Reafon, 
will,  in  the  Opinion  of  every  fober  Reader, 
be  a  ftronger  Proof  of  the  Weaknefs,  or 
Malice  of  the  Writer,  than  the  Juftice  or 
Truth  of  the  Charge.  Reflexions  of  this 
Kind,  as  they  are  always  ungenerous  in 
their  Authors,  fo  in  Searches  after  Truth 
they  are  frequently  dangerous  to  the  Readers, 
as  they  have  a  natural  Tendency  to  inflame 
a  mifguided  Zeal,  at  the  fame  Time  that 
they  darken  and  confound  their  Under- 
ftanding:  However,  as  they  require  little 
Pains,,  or  Genius  j  we  too  often  find  them 
fubfl:ituted  in  the  Room  of  Argument,  it 
being  for  the  moft  part  a  much  eafier  Mat- 
ter to  rail  than  reafon.  .  For  my  own  part, 
as  I  think  every  Man  has  a  natural  Right 
to  judge  for  himfelf,  and  fee  with  his  own 
Eyes,  1  fliall  always  be  of  Opinion,  that 
different  Sentiments,  in  Politicks  as  well  as 
Religion,  are  very  bad  Foundations  for  Scur- 
rility and  Ill-manners,  though  they  have 
too  often  been  made  an  Handle  for  fuch 
Treatment  in  both.  I  fl-jall  therefore  in  the 
Profecution  of  my  prefent  Defign,  exclude 
entirely  from  this  Debate,  every  thing  that 
appears  to  me  only  perfonal,  abufive  of  Men, 

but 
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but  giving  no  Light  into  the  Merits  of  the 
Controverly.     As  Truth  is  the  only  Object 
of  my   Enquiry,  I   fhall,   without  regret, 
leave  the  contending  Parties  in  full  poiTeffion 
of  all  thofe  modern  Flovi^ers  of  Rhetorick, 
in  which  they  have  taken  fo  much  Pains  to 
out-fhine  each  other  j  nor  fliall  I  envy  any 
Man  the  Reputation  of  being  a  fevere  or  a 
witty  Writer,  if  thefe  Charaders  muft  be 
purchafed  at  the  Expence  of  Decency,  and 
good  Manners.     It  will  be  fufficient  for  all 
the  Ends  I  propofe  in  this  Review,  to  give 
the  Arguments  on  both  Sides  in  their  full 
Strength,  without  departing  from  that  Im- 
partiality which  can  only  entitle  me  to  the 
public  Attention,  and  from  which  I  only 
hope  for  it.     I  (hall  afterwards  with  equal 
Freedom,  wherever  the  Reafoning  appears 
to    me   fallacious,    or   inconclufive,    point 
out  fuch  Defeats,  that  my  Readers  may  be 
the  better  enabled  to  judge  for  themfelves 
in  this  momentuous   and    weighty   Que- 
flion. 

Thofe  then  who  contend  for  a  farther 
Limitation  of  the  Number  of  Officers  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  lay  it  down  as  a  fun- 
damental Maxim,  that  the  Eflence  of  our 
Conftitution  confifls  in  a  juft  Ballance  of 
the  feveral  Powers  of  which  it  is  compofed, 
and  that  it  can  only  be  preferved  by  the  Free- 
dom and  Independency  of  its  refpedive 
Branches :  Whiift  thefe  are  maintained  in 

the 
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tlie  Exerclfe  of  all  thofe  diftindt  and  feparate 
Rights  and  Privileges   to  which  they   are 
refpedively  intitled,  and  in  an  efpecial  man- 
ner whilft  they  preferve  an  abfolute  Free- 
dom in  all  their  Deliberations,  and  Deter- 
minations  vvhatfoever,    neither  over-awed 
by  the  Frowns,  nor  corrupted  by  the  Fa- 
vours of  the  Court,   this  political  Equili- 
brium will  always  fubfift,  and  the  Liberty 
of  the  People  be  fecure,  and  flourifli  j  but 
{hould  the  Time  ever  come,  in  which  any 
one  Branch  of  the  Conftitution  {hould  fo 
command,    or    even  influence  the  Opera- 
tions of  the  other,  as  to  controul  their  Pro- 
ceedings or  diredl  their  Councils,  this  Bal- 
lance,  and  confequently  the  Conftitution  it- 
felf,  would  then  be  at  an  end,  and  that  Pro- 
tedion   which  it   gave  to   the  Rights  and 
Properties  of  the  Subject,  would  be  entirely 
in  the  Breaft  and  at  the  Mercy  of  the  over- 
ruling Branch  of  the  Legiflature.     In  fuch 
a  Situation  therefore  fhould  the  Crown  ob- 
tain this  unnatural  Predominance,  and  find 
means  to  over-awe  or  direct  the  refpcdlive 
Rights  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  their 
Deliberations   could  only  be  confidered  as 
a  folemn   Farce,   their   Votes  as   Echoes   to 
the  Throne,   and  themfehes  as  the  implicit 
Injiruments     of   the    Monarch's    arbitrary 
Will.     It  is  not    therefore,  fay    they,    the 
Continuance  of  Parliaments,  but  their  Inde- 
pendency alone   in   which  the  Liberty  of 

the 
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the  Subjedt  properly  confifts.  The  firft 
may,  and  probably  will  be  preferved  fhould 
an  abfolute  Monarchy  ever  be  founded  on 
the  Ruins  of  our  prefent  happy  Conftitu- 
tion ;  fince  there  would  be  no  occafion  to 
put  an  end  to  the  being  of  an  Aflembly, 
which  had  loft  either  the  Inchnation  or 
Power  of  controuling  its  moft  arbitrary  De- 
crees: Nay,  it  would,  indeed,  be  impoli- 
tick  and  ridiculous  to  lay  afide  the  Forms  of 
fuch  Meetings,  fince  under  the  Cover  of 
their  Authority,  the  Monarch  would  be 
more  abfolute,  and  govern  with  lefs  Oppofi- 
tion  than  he  could  hope  to  do  without  it. 
It  was  in  this  Manner  the  Romans  loft  their 
Liberties,  whilft  all  the  while  they  pre- 
ferved their  Senate  ;  nor  'Julius  Ccefar,  nor 
Augujius,  the  greateft  Names  Antiquity  af- 
fords us,  prefumed  to  govern  without  the 
Form  of  that  once  awful  Aflembly  :  Thofe 
wife  and  powerful  Princes  well  knew  they 
might  fafely  trud  the  Votes  of  a  Meeting 
which  fat  but  as  the  Inftruments  of  their 
arbitrary  Commands,  and  could  have  no- 
thin  p^  to  fear  in  Favour  of  Liberty  from 
THE  Determinations  OF  Slaves.  The 
Event  confirmed  the  Prudence  of  this  Con- 
duct, and  that  glorious  Republick,  without 
any  farther  Struggles  for  their  Liberty,  de- 
generated into  the  moft  abfolute  State  of 
Slavery,  under  the  fucceeding  Emperors. 
Thofe  Princes,  though  they  moft  of  them 
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deviated  from  the  Wifdom  and  Moderation 
of  thofe  great  Men  in  every  thing  elfe, 
preferved  the  fame  Form  of  Government, 
nor  did  Rome^  till  many  Ages  after  receive 
any  Laws  from  the  moft  arbitrary  Ty- 
rants, but  under  the  Sandion  of  the  Capi- 
tol. In  free  Nations,  who  have  been 
long  ufed  to  Liberty,  every  Alteration  in 
the  fettled  Form  of  Government,  delivered 
down  to  them  from  their  Anceflors,  v/ill 
always  be  dangerous,  and  frequently  de- 
flrudive :  And  the  Reafon  is  plain,  fuch  un- 
difguifed  Attempts  to  introduce  a  Change  in 
the  Conftitution,  ftrike  too  flrongly  on  the 
Multitude  who  may,  indeed,  be  tricUdy  but 
can  feldom  be  bully  d  info  Chains.  Had 
Charles  I,  or  his  Son  yames,  fufficient- 
ly  attended  to  this  Maxim,  and  inftead  of 
adting  without  Parliaments,  contented  them- 
felves  with  procuring  a  corrupt  Influence  over 
the  Members,  the  firft'had  ntver  loji  his  heady 
nor  the  laft  his  Crown.  The  one  might  have 
filled  his  Treafury,  without  having  Recourfe 
to  thofe  odious  Means  of  Coat  and  Ship 
Money,  raifed  by  his  own  Authority,  and 
the  other  might  have  had  his  difpenfing 
Power  confirmed,  and  his  darling  Preroga- 
tive eftablirtied,  even  by  a  Law  without  the 
Affiftance  of  a  (landing  Army.  For  tho' 
unneceilary  Taxes  are,  in  themfelves,  equally 
burthenfome  to  the  Subjecft,  by  whatever 
Hand   they  are  impofed,    they  will  feldom 
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meet  with  any  Oppofition  when  levied  under 
the  awfal  Sandion  of  an  Ad  of  Parliament. 
It  is  true  neither  of  thefe  Princes  were  in  Cir- 
cumOances  to  ad  with  this  neceflary  Caution, 
and  it  was  happy  for  the  Liberties  oi  Great- 
Britain  that  they   were  not,  their  civil  lifts 
were  not  fufficient  for  the  necejfary  Penjions, 
nor  had  they  Places  at  that  Time   in   the 
Difpofal  of  their  Minifters,  either  in  Number 
or  Value,  equal  to  the  Tajk  of  corrupting  a 
Houfe   of  Commons  y    but   fliould  the  Time 
ever  come  when  thefe  happy  Defedls  (hall  be 
fupplied  in  fome  future  Reign,  by  an  immenfe 
Addition   to  the  Civil  Lift,  and    a  needlefs 
increafe  of  Oflicers  employed   to  colledl  it, 
may  not    our  Liberties  be  in  much  greater 
Danger,   from  thefe  Sources  of  Corruption, 
than  ever  they  v/ere  from  the  moft  arbitrary- 
Stretch  of  the  Prerogative?  The  Revolution, 
and  the  Bill  of  Rights,  confequent  upon  it, 
has  effedually  (hut  that  Door  againll  Chains 
and  Slavery  j  but  It  is  to  be  feared  has,  at 
the  fame  Time  opened  another,  which,   if 
not  fcafonably  prevented  may  prove  more  fa- 
tal to  our  Pofterity.     It  ought  therefore,  fay 
thefe  Advocates  for  a  Place-Bill,  to  be  one 
of  the  principal  Objeds  of  the  Attention  of 
the  Legiflature,  to  preferve  and  maintain  this 
Ballance ;  nor  can  too  great  a  Regard  be  paid 
to  a  Point  of  this  vaft  importance,    for  the 
Security   of   our  national  Freedom.      This 
has  always  been  the  Senfe  of  former  Parlia- 
ments, 
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ments,  and  it  is  hoped  will  always  be  fo  of 
future  ones;  the  many  prudent  and  falutary 
Laws,  which  have  from  Time  to  Time  been 
enaded  for  this  Purpofe,  declare  the  Senti- 
ments they  had  of  the  Danger  of  an  unlimited 
Number  of  Place-men  in  the  Ploufe  of  Com- 
mons. The  Liberties  we  at  prefent  enjoy, 
were  purchafed  at  too  dear  a  Rate  by  our 
gallant  Anceftors,  not  to  deferve  our  utmoft 
Attention  for  their  Defence:  What  Appre- 
henfions  they  had  of  this  Matter,  appear 
inconteftibly  from  the  Regulations  already 
made  in  the  Eledlions  of  our  Reprefenta- 
tives.  For  this  Purpofe,  a  wife  Reftraint 
has  been  laid  on  the  People  from  chufing  any 
Gentleman  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, who  is  not  previoufly  poiTefs'd  of  a 
certain  fpecified  Eftate,  fufficient,  as  it  was 
then  thought,  to  fet  him  above  a  corrupt 
Dependance  on  the  Crown.  With  a  like 
View,  have  our  Laws  excluded  from  Seats 
in  Parliament,  all  Pe?iJioners^  as  a  fet  of  Men 
unworthy  to  be  Truftees  for  the  Liberties  of 
the  People,  who  were  themfelves  under  a 
pecuniary  Influence  from  the  Caprice  of  the 
Prince,  or  the  Command  of  a  Minifter  ;  this 
neceffary  Precaution  was  not  long  fince  at- 
tempted to  be  re-inforced  with  an  Oath,  by 
which  every  Member  was  obliged  to  fwear, 
that  he  had  received  no  Gratuity  or  Reward, 
much  lefs  a  conjiant  Fenfion^  from  the  Crown, 
for  any  Services  performed  in  the  Houfe  j  and 
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the  Manner  In  m^hich  that  Bill  mi  fear  nd^  has 
been  urged  as  a  good  Reafon  for  pafling  the 
prefent.  By  another  Adt  of  Parliament  all 
Officers  concerned  in  the  ColleBion  of  the 
Cuftonn^  the  Excifc^  the  PoJl-OJice,  the 
Stamps^  and  Salt-Duties^  are  rendered  equally 
incapable  of  being  ele<51ed  Reprefentatives  of 
any  County  or  Borough^  being  efteenied, 
by  the  Wifdom  of  the  Legiilature,  a  Body  of 
Men  too  niuch  intereftcd  in  the  Caufe  of  the 
Crown,  to  be  proper  Guardians  of  the  Rights 
of  the  Subject.  From  the  avowed  Defign  of 
this  Bill,  and  the  Reafons  afiigned  for  paffing 
it,  thefe  Gentlemen  would  perfuade  us,  that 
could  that  Parliament  have  forefeen  the  Time 
would  come,  when  fo  great  a  Number  of 
their  Seats  fliould  be  taken  up  by  0£ieers  of  a 
fianding  Ar77iy^  entirely  dependent  on  tkcCr  o-wn^ 
for  their  prefent  Commifjiom^  and  future  Ad- 
vancement,  they  would,  no  doubt,  aseffctflua!- 
ly  have  fhut  the  Door  againft  \\\^{t  military 
Legiflators^  as  they  did  againft  the  Colledors 
ot  any  Branch  of  his  Majefty's  Revenue. 
Yet  farther,  with  a  moft  eminent  Regard  to 
this  great  and  important  End,  the  Freedom 
and  Independency  of  Parliaments;  we  have 
iiill  another  Law  enaded,  which  vacates  the 
Seat  of  every  Member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  who  (liall  accept  a  Place  from  the 
Crown,  which  he  can  no  v/ay  regain,  but 
by  a  new  Eledion  from  the  People.  This 
Ad-j  though  fufficiently  declarative  of   the 
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Senfe  the  Houfe  at  that  time  had,  of  the 
Danger  arlfing  to  the  Confiitution  from  the 
undue  Influence  of  Places  on  their  Members, 
and  therefore  wifely  intended  to  put  a  Stop 
to  that  pernicious  Intercourfe  between  them 
and  the  Crown,  has  yet,  in  Experience,  been 
found  infufficient  to  anfwer  the  End  propofed 
by  it ;  it  being  fcarcely  ever  known  in  Fa(ft, 
that  any  Member  who  has  accepted  a  Place, 
has  failed  of  being  returned  to  his  former 
Station :  For  however  difficult  it  may  be  for 
the  Reprefentative  of  a  County ,  or  a  "cery  po- 
pulous Borough,  to  fecure  his  Seat  in  Parlia- 
ment, fliould  he  barter  it  for  a  Place  j  the 
Number  of  fmalltr  Boroughs,  (thofe  Markets 
of  Corruption  and  Bribery)  will  always  be 
open  to  receive  him.  Nay  farther,  the  Ad- 
vocates for  this  Bill,  do  not  fcruple  to  affirm, 
that  an  Aiihrance  of  being  re-chofen,  is  ge- 
nerally made  the  neceflary  previous  Qualiii- 
cation,  without  which  .no  Place  can  be  ob- 
tained :  For  a  Proof  of  this  they  appeal  to 
the  Numbers  in  the  prefent  Houfe,  who 
have  been  re;\irned  to  their  Places,  even  with- 
out Oppolition,  after  they  had  parted  with 
them  to  ferve  their  Country  in  a  more  ad" 
*vantag£0us  Capacity. 

It  being  a  ftanding  Rule  with  thefe  lit- 
tle Nurferies  of  Venality  and  Proftitution^ 
that  whoever  can  obtain  the  Confidence, 
and  Favour  of  the  Miniller,  may  always  be 
fure  of   theirs.      Upon  this  Prniciple   they 
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imagine  themfelves  capable  to  account  for  a 
Fa6r.   which   would  otherwife  carry  a  verv 
odd  Appearance,  why  Gentlemen  who  have 
the  Honour  of  repreienting  the   moft  conli- 
derable   Counties,  and   largeft  Corporations, 
have  been  feldom  known  to  accept  of  Piih- 
lick  Favours    from    the  Crown,  but  rather 
chufe  to   transfer   the  Rewards  of  their  Ser- 
vices ivithin  Doors,  to  fomc  Relation  or  De- 
pendent without :  They  are  unwilling  to  quit  a 
Place  they  can  have  no  AlTurance  of  regaining, 
or  which,  atbeft,  they  can  only  hope  to  pur- 
chafe  at  an  Expence  too  great  for  the  Ad- 
vantages they  can    receive  from  the  Experi- 
ment.    From  this    Fadl,    which  has   been 
tound  fo  invariably   true,  that  we  have  but 
one   Inflance  of  a   Member  rechofen  for  a 
a  County  or  Shire  in  the  prefent  Parliament, 
they  would    infer   two  Things:  Firil:,  that 
the    Senfe    of    the    People    without   Doors, 
with  relation  to  the  Bill,   in  debate,  is  en- 
tirely in  its  Favour,  when  either  their  Num- 
bers  are   too   great,  or  their  Properties  and 
E/iatcs  too   large  to  admit  of  Conniption  j  for 
otherwife  no  Reafon  can  be  affigned,  why 
the  Gentlemen   who  have  been  returned  to 
ferve  for    them,    iliould    be   more  afraid   to 
venture  a  fecond  Choice,  by  accepting  Places, 
than  the  Members  of  a  CortiiJJ:)  Borough,    or 
a  Sea-port  Town.     It  cannot   even  be  fup- 
fofcd,  that  they  have  lefs  Merit,  or  are  lefs 
capable  of  fervjng  the  Crown,   and  therefore 
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their  not  accepting  Places,  can  only  be  ow- 
ing to  a  Conrcloufnefs,  that  their  Confli- 
tuents  are  too  numerous  or  too  wealthy  to  be 
bribed  into  a  fecond  Return  :  And  farther, 
that  by  thefe  Means,  the  good  Intent  of  that 
Law  is  entirely  fruftrated,  the  Evils  defigned 
to  be  guarded  againfl  by  it,  continue  in  full 
Force,  and  therefore  another,  and  more  ef- 
fectual, A6t  of  Parliament  is  become  abfolute- 
ly  necelTary  to  prevent  the  EfFeds  of  this 
dangerous  Intercourfe  between  the  Crown, 
and  the  Members :  Since  what  has  hitherto 
been  done  for  this  Purpofe,  is  thus  plainly 
eluded :  This  they  contend  can  be  no  other 
than  the  Place-Bill ;  which,  if  obtained,  will 
indeed  lay  the  Ax  to  the  Root  of  this  Tree  of 
Bitternefs,  and  by  deftroying  the  very  Ends 
of  Corruption  and  Bribery,  put  an  eftedual 
Period  to  the  Thing  itfelf. 

Yet  farther,  they  argue  the  Reafonablenefs 
of  the  Precautions  take-n  in  this  Bill  from  the 
very  Nature  of  the  Office,  and  duty  of  a  Re- 
prefentative  of  the  People. 

The  Houfeof  C'jmmon^  are  by  their  Confti- 
tution,  the  Guardians  of  the  People's  Liber- 
ty, to  them  is  delegated  the  important  Office 
to  watch  over  the  Rights,  and  protect  the 
Privileges  of  their  Conifituents :  It  is  their 
Duty  therefore,  to  promote  their  Interefts, 
by  encouraging  fuch  Laws  as  may  moft 
eifeftualiy  contribute  to  thefe  great  Ends ; 
and  refuling  their  Aflent  to  anv  which  may 
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be  inconfiftent  with,  or  deftrudtive  of  thefe 
invaluable  Bleffings.  It  is  in  particular  their 
Duty  to  redrefs  every  publick  Grievance,  by 
puniihing  fuch  Offenders,  who  may  be  artful 
enough  to  evade  the  ordinary  Forms  of 
Juftice,  or  powerful  enough  to  fcreen  them- 
felves  from  the  common  Punifhments  ap- 
pointed for  Delinquents.  Whilfl  they  adt  in 
this  Manner,  and  preferve  themfelves  inde- 
pendent on  the  Crown,  unbialTed  by  its  Fa- 
vours, and  fearlefs  of  its  Frowns,  the  mofl: 
daring  Minifter  will  always  regard  that  Af- 
fembty,  as  an  awful  'Tribunal^  before  which 
he  is  conftantly  liable  to  account  for  his 
Condu6i,  whofe  Wifdom  and  Penetration 
cannot  be  eluded,  and  whofe  Authority, 
and  Juftice,  will  ever  be  fuperior  to  his  in- 
fluence and  Power :  Whilll:  he  looks  on 
them  in  this  Light,  he  will  reipe6t  their  Judg- 
ment, and  dread  the  Cenfure  of  a  Britijh 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  whilft  he  conflant- 
ly  feels  their  Independency,  will  hardly  dare 
to  enter  into  any  Meafures  which  may  fub- 
jed:  him  to  tlieir  Refentment :  But  can  this 
avvfulj  this  necefiary  Authority  be  maintain- 
ed, if  the  Majority  of  its  Members  are  fuch 
whofe  Prefervation  and  Security  depend  on 
their  negletfting,  or  adting  contrary  to,  their 
Duty  ?  Can  we  expect  publick  Grievances 
fhall  be  redrefs'd,  if  thofe  very  Men,  whofe 
Bufmefs,  whofe  Duty,  it  is  to  prevent  or  re- 
medy them,    are  become,  themfelves,    the 
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Confederates,  nay  even  the  Dependents  on 
fuch  as  occafion  them  ?  Can  we  hope  Of- 
fenders fhall  be  puniflied,  and  their  Crimes 
detected,  when  their  very  Judges  have  been 
Companions,  and  Sharers  in  the  Plunder? 

It  is  farther,  the  Duty  of  this  Houfe,  and 
of  all  its  Members,  to  provide  that  no  unne- 
cefTary  Burdens  are  laid  upon  the  People,  no 
exorbitant  Taxes  granted,  nor  any  Money 
raifed,  but  what  is  abfolutely  neccffary  for  the 
Service  to  which  it  is  appropriated,  and  af- 
terwards to  fee  fuch  Sums  properly  ap- 
ply'd  to  the  Ufes  for  which  they  were  de- 
iigned,  and  at  laft  regularly  accounted  for 
by  the  Perfons  in  whofe  Hands  they  have 
been  entrufted.  So  long  as  this  is  done,  it  is 
impoflible  the  Kingdom  {hould  at  any  time 
want  the  neceffary  Supplies,  on  the  greateft, 
and  moft  expenfive  Emergencies :  But  is  it 
reafonable  to  expedl  that.any  Supply,  however 
burdenfome  or  unneceffary,  if  demanded  by 
the  Crown,  will  meet  with  a  Refufal  from 
Men,  who  have  a  vifible  Intereil  in  pafling 
the  Grant  ?  Or  can  we  hope  the  Publick 
Money  will  either  be  expended  with  Fru- 
gality, or  accounted  for  with  Honour,  if 
thofe  who  have  apply'd  a  large  Share  of  it 
to  their  own  Ufe,  are  to  be  the  principal  In- 
fpedors  of  thofe  Accounts  ?  May  not  the 
moft  rapacious  and  guiky  Minifter,  infolent 
with  the  Plunder  and  Ruin  of  a  Nation, 
before  fuch  a  Tribunal,  and  fuch  Auditors, 
boaft  with  Safety,  the  Clcannefs  cf  hib  r-!;inds, 
D  and 
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and  the  Integrity  of  his  Heart  ?  May  he  not 
fubmit  the  moft  fhameful  Accounts  to  fuch 
Judges,  whofe  Votes  he  has  already  pre- 
engaged,  as  Sharers  in  the  common  Spoil  ? 
In  fhort,  let  a  Majority  of  fuch  Men  be 
fuppofed,  (and  what  fhould  hinder  the  Sup- 
pofition  but  the  Bill  contended  for?)  and 
nothing  can  prevent  their  Approbation  of 
the  moft  blundering  Meafures,  their  Con^ 
fent  to  the  moft  excefiive  and  ufelefs  Grants, 
their  enading  the  moft  burdenfome  and 
oppreflive  Laws,  their  paffing  the  moft  fcan- 
dalous  Accounts,  or  acquitting  the  moft  hein- 
ous Criminals.  Can  the  Votes  be  faid  to  be 
perfectly  free,  their  Judgments  unbiafs'd, 
and  their  Proceedings  guided  by  a  fteady  re- 
gard to  the  good  of  their  Country,  who 
depend,  if  not  for  their  Sabfiftence,  at  leaft 
for  the  Support  of  their  Luxury  and  Extra- 
vagance, on  the  arbitrary  Will  of  a  Prince, 
or  the  more  flavifh  Dependance  on  a  Mini- 
fter?  Such  dilinterefted  Virtue,  fay  thefe 
Men,  may  amufe  Mankind  in  Speculation  ; 
but  can  never  be  fafely  depended  on  in  Prac- 
tice :  And  whenever  the  Rights,  and  Liberties 
of  a  Brave  and  Free  People  (hall  be  reduced 
to  a  bare  Dependance  on  fuch  inflexible  In- 
tegrity, we  may  fafely  pronounce  their  Period 
muft  be  near  at  Hand  :  Or  (hould  it  even  be 
allowed  that  fome  Examples  may  be  found,  of 
Men  fupsrior  to  all  the  Charms  of  Avarice 
or   Ambition,  fteady  to  their  Principles  a- 
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midft  all  thefe  Scenes  of  Venality  and  Cor- 
ruption, and  unmoved  by  the  Frowns  or 
Flatteries  of  a  Court,  fuch  obflinate  Pa- 
riotifm  may  indeed  be  the  Object  of  our  Ad- 
miration, but  the  Numbers  will  never  be 
found  fufficient  to  deferve  our  Confidence. 
The  Happinefs  and  Glory  of  Great-Britain 
are  Things  too  facred,  and  of  too  folemn 
Importance,  to  be  fubjeded  to  flich  danger- 
ous Experiments.  It  can  therefore,  never 
be  a  wife  or  prudent  Part,  to  entrufl:  their 
Prefervation  in  the  Hands  of  fuch  Men,  who 
have  a  perfonal  Interefl  to  betray  them :  At 
all  Events  they  muft  be  fafeil  under  their 
Care,  who  can  have  no  fuch  Temptations, 
as  having  nothing  to  lofe,  but  in  common 
with  the  reft  of  their  Fellow-Subjeds,  nor 
any  thing  to  hope  for  from  the  Favour  of  an 
ambitious  Prince  or  a  defigning  Minifter. 

Again,  fay  the  Advocates  for  this  Bill,  it 
is  effcntial  to  Liberty,  that  the  Legiflative 
Power  (hould  always  cbntroul,  and  over-awe 
the  Executive.  In  vain  are  good  and  whole- 
fome  Laws  enadted,  if  thofe  who  made  them, 
want  either  Power,  or  Inclination  to  provide 
for  their  Execution  ;  and  punifh  thofe  who 
(hall  dare  to  difobey  them  :  If  therefore  the 
Time  (hould  ever  come,  when  thefe  diftindl 
and  feparate  Powers,  (hall  be  in  the  fame 
Hands  j  or,  what  is  all  one,if  thofe  whofeBufi- 
nefs  it  is  to  put  our  Laws  in  Execution,  {hall 
ceafe  to  be  accountable  to  thofe  who  made 
D  2  them 
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them  for  the  difcharge  of  their  Duty,  our  Con- 
ftitution  muft  be  then  at  an  end :  Since  in 
this  cafe,  the  Perfons  to  controul,  and  thofe 
to  be  controuied,  would,  in  effedl,  be  one 
and  the  fame;  and  what  Juftice  is  to  be 
expedled,  when  Men  are  to  judge  in  their 
own  Caufe,  heed  not  to  be  explained:  When 
Miniflers  muft  either  condemn  themfelves, 
or  be  acquitted  by  their  pretended  Judges, 
no  Man  can  be  at  a  Lofs  to  determine  the 
Event.  ParHarnents  inftead  of  being  a  Check 
on  minifteriai  Corruption,  will  only  prove 
a  Support  to  their  Ambition,  and  the  En- 
gine of  their  Power.  To  this  Condition,  fay 
thefe  Men,  our  Affairs  are  at  prefent  haften- 
ing  ;  the  numerous  Taxes  which  continue  to 
opprefs  the  People,  and  the  Multitude  of  Of- 
ficers employed  in  colledting  them,  have  al- 
ready added  a  great  and  dangerous  Power  to 
the  Crown,  which  it  is  therefore,  to  be 
feared,  may  one  Day  fwallow  up  the  other 
Branches  of  the  Legiflature;  or,  what  will 
be  in  every  refpetft  as  bad,  make  them  in- 
tirely  dependent  on  itfelf.  This  Event  is  the 
more  to  be  apprehended  from  the  great 
Number  of  Officers,  who  have  already  Seats 
in  Parliament,  to  Vv^hicb,  it  is  probable,  we 
ihall  have  very  large  Additions  attempted  in 
the  enfuing  Eledtions.  Thefe,  if  not  at  pre- . 
fent  the  Tools  of  thofe  on  whom  they  de- 
pend for  v/hat  they  now  have,  or  hope  for 
hereafter,  can  at  beil  be  expedted  to  make  a- 
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very  weak  Refiftance  to  the  Encroachment 
of  that  Power,  from  which  they  derive 
their  Subfiftence,  and  which  alone  is  capable 
to  gratify  their  Avarice,  or  Ambition.  This 
Increafe,  confefs'd  on  all  Hands,  and  bewail- 
ed by  every  honeft,  and  difinterefted  Patriot, 
calls  in  the  loudeft  Manner  for  a  Limitation, 
which  can  only  be  efFeded  by  the  Place-Bill : 
Other  Remedies  may,  perhaps,  palliate  the 
Evil,  this  only  can  effedually  remove  it,  and 
till  this  can  be  obtained,  our  Conftitution  muft 
continue  in  the  mod  apparent  Danger,  nor 
can  we  have  any  Security  for  our  Rights  and 
Privileges  as  a  Free  People;  but  what  we 
derive  from  the  Moderation  of  the  Prince, 
and  the  Integrity  of  the  Mini fler  :  Since  it 
muft  be  evident  to  the  meaneft  Capacity,  that 
if  the  Crown  fliould  ever,  by  Influence  over 
Place-Men,  get  the  abfolute  Diredion  of  the 
Legillature,  the  Power  of  making  Laws  will 
as  effedually  be  in  the  Prince,  as  if  the 
Conftitution  had  placed  it  folely  in  his  own 
Breaft.  In  this  Cafe  a  Britifi  Parliament, 
like  an  Aflembly  of  the  fame  Name  at  Paris, 
might  be  employed  in  regillering  the  royal 
Edids,  but  like  them  could  have  no  Hand 
in  the  making  them.  Nay,  the  Laws  them- 
felves,  which  lliould  fecure  all  Men  from 
Oppreflion,  would  become  the  Tools  of  ar- 
bitrary Power,  and  be,  in  reality,  the  greateft 
of  all  Oppreflions  :  From  being  the  Guar- 
dians of  our  Liberties,  they  would  be  em- 
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ploy'd  in  the  Defence  of  Tyranny,  and 
prove  it  is  to  be  feared,  the  ftrongeft  Sup- 
port of  the  Monarch's  defpotick  Power.  The 
uncontrouled,  and  uncontroulable  Will  of 
the  Prince  being  thus  made  the  Sanation  of 
all  Law,  Slavery  would  be  ftampt  with  the 
fpecious  Name  of  Liberty,  and  thofe  who 
were  appointed  by  the  People  to  preferve 
them  from  Chains,  would  themfelves  be  made 
ufe  of  to  forge  their  Fetters. 

That  thefe,  fay  the  Advocates  for  this  Bill, 
are    not    idle,    or   impoflible    Suppofitions, 
thrown  out  to  inflame   the  Paflions  of  the 
Multitude,  or  influence  the  Votes  of  an  ap- 
proaching Eledtion,  will  appear  from  a  Re- 
view of  the  Nations  round  about  us.     The 
Monarchies  of  France  and  Spain^  were  once, 
if  not    as    free   as   Great-Britain,   at  leafb 
Strangers  to  the  arbitrary  Government,  under 
which  they  at   prefent  groan.     The  Parlia- 
ment of  the  one,  and  the  Cortez  of  the  other, 
were  once  poflelTed  of  Powers  to  which  the 
prefent    Members  are    altogether   Strangers, 
and  which  there  is  litde  Probability  their 
Pofterity  will  ever  recover :  They  were  fum- 
moned,   not  blindly   to  confirm  the  Com- 
mands of  an  arbitrary  Mafter,  but,  like  ours, 
to  counfel    and    advife    him.     What  their 
Power  is  now,  requires  no  Explanation,  their 
riiftories  fufficiently  inform  us,  and  may  we 
never  learn  it  by  our  own  Experience.  Should 
we  carry  our  Enquiries  ftill  farther,  and  trace 
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the  Accounts  of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  but 
little  higher  than  our  own  Memories,  we 
fhall  find  the  Subjeds  poffefled  of  even  greater 
Degrees  of  Power,  than  were  perhaps  con- 
fident with  the  royal  Prerogative,  or  even 
the  Peace  of  thofe  Kingdoms;  let  us  viev/ 
thefe  Nations  in  their  prefent  State,  and  learn, 
by  their  dear  bought  Experience,  to  guard,  in 
time,  thofe  Rights,  which  if  once  under  any 
Pretence  given  up  to  the  Power  of  the  Crown, 
may  like  theirs,  be  impoffible  to  be  retrieved. 

It  is  true,  the  Crown  of  Sweden  has  been 
obliged  to  part  with  a  great  deal  of  that  Au- 
thority it  claimed  from  the  firft  GuJiavuSy  to 
the  Death  of  the  late  King  Charles^  the  dif- 
puted  Succeflion  to  the  Throne  gave  a  fortu- 
nate Occafion  to  their  Dyets,  to  refume 
that  Power,  they  had  wantonly  given  away 
to  their  former  Monarchs,  though  whether 
the  People  are,  in  general,  the  freer  or  hap- 
pier by  this  Alteration,  may  perhaps  be  a 
Queftion  not  eafily  decided. 

Should  it  be  farther  afked  how  came  thefe 
Nations,  once  famous  for  their  Love  of  Li- 
berty, thus  reduced  to  a  State  of  infamous 
Dependance  on  the  Monarch's  arbitrary 
Will  ?  Were  their  Chains  impofed  by  fomc 
fuccefsful  Invader  ?  Or  did  they  tamely  re- 
fign  their  Freedom  to  the  Artifices  of  a  Court, 
which,  by  flow,  but  fure  Advances,  eftablifh'd 
its  own  Authority  on  the  Dcflrudion  of  the 
Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  People  ?  V/ere 
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Synods  bought  to  betray  their  Truft?  Or 
terrify 'd  into  a  Compliance  by  the  prevailing 
Power  of  the  Crown  ?  The  Anfwer,  to  the 
eternal  Infamy  of  thefe  pretended  Guardians 
of  the  Subjeds  Liberty,  muft  be,  that  they 
loft  their  Freedom  by  their  Treachery  or  Co- 
wardice. The  fame  Caufes,  fay  thefe  Men, 
will  for  ever  produce  the  fame  EfFefts ;  and 
the  fame  Means  which  made  thefe  Nations 
Slaves,  will,  if  not  timely  prevented,  reduce  us 
to  the  fame  Condition,  fliould  future  Princes, 
or  future  Minifters  arife  capable  of  forming 
fuch  black  and  impious  Defigns. 

To  all  thefe  Confiderations,  they  add, 
that  a  State  of  Slavery  introduced  by  thefe 
Methods  would  be  of  all  others  the  moft  in- 
tolerable, and  the  leaft  likely  to  be  redrefs'd. 
To  be  overcome  by  a  brave  and  generous  E- 
nemy,  has  been  the  Fate  of  many  a  gallant 
Nation  ;  but  to  yield  up  thofe  Liberties -to 
the  Intrigues  of  the  Cabinet,  which  our  An- 
ceftors  have  at  fuch  a  vaft  Expence  of  Blood 
and  Treafure,  defended  in  the  Field,  to  be 
made  the  Tools  of  a  haughty  and  over- 
bearing Minifter,  who  have  fo  often  defeat- 
ed the  open  Attempts  of  the  mofb  daring 
Monarchs ;  and,  what  is  ftill  worfe,  to  be  fa- 
crificed  by  thofe  very  Men,  whom  we  our- 
felves  chufe  as  the  Guardians  of  our  Confti- 
tution,  will  make  our  Bondage  emphatically 
grievous.  What  we  lofe  by  open  Violence 
may  be  recovered   by  the  fame  Methods  it 

was 
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was  taken  from  us,  and  will  be  ^o  if  we  do  * 
not  lofe  our  Courage  with  our  Fortune  ;  f.ic- 
ccfsful  Invafions  may  for  a  Time  bear  down 
all  before  them,  but  whjlft  the  Spirit  of  Li- 
berty remains,  and  we  dare  to  be  free,  Op- 
portunities will  feldom  be  long  wanting  to 
reftore  us  to  our  Rights  and  Privileges  :  But 
fhould  we  tamely  reiign  thefe  Bleffmgs,  or 
put  it  in  the  Power  of  thofe  to  do  it  for  us, 
who  may  think  it  their  Intereft  to  barter 
them  for  a  Place  or  a  Pen  (ion  j  would  not  our 
Condition  be  equally  undeferving  of  Pity  or 
Redrefs  ?  By  fuch  flow  and  unperceived  Ap- 
proaches Slavery  makes  its  lureft  Advances, 
and  when  Men  are  thus  gradually  brought 
to  put  on  their  own  Fetters,  they  have  fel- 
dom been  known  to  have  the  Courage  to 
riiake  them  ofFj  but  (hould  they  at  laft  grow 
weary  of  their  Chains,  and  boldly  venture 
for  the  Recovery  of  their  Freedom,  this  could 
by  no  other  ways  be  effeded,  but  by  an  open 
Rcfiftance,  and  an  Appeal  to  Heaven,  a  Re- 
medy fo  dangerous  in  the  Event,  fo  big  with 
Ruin  and  Confufion  in  the  very  Attempt, 
that  Slavery  itfclf  is  fcarccly  moie  to  be  ab- 
horred. 

It  would  then,  fay  the  Friends  of  this  Bill, 
be  an  Inftance  of  infatuation  and  Folly,  al- 
moft  without  Precedent,  fliould  we  negledt 
to  guard  ourfelves  in  the  ftrongeft  Manner 
againft  an  Evil  fo  difticult  to  be  cured,  ar-d 
fo  fatal  in  all  its  Confequences.  It  is  in 
E  vain 
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vain  to  fay  fuch  a  Cafe  may  never  happen, 
or  urge  our  prefent  Safety  under  the  Protedtion 
of  his  Majefty's  known  Goodnefs  and  Mo- 
deration, thcfe  truly  aimable  and  princely 
Virtues,  with  the  Profpedt  we  have  of  their 
Continuance  in  his  illuftrious  Family,  indeed 
fet  the  Danger  at  a  Diftance,  but  can  never 
totally  remove  it :  And  the  Time  may  come 
v/hen  the  Remedy  now  contended  for,  may 
be  out  of  our  Power,  and  our  Pofterity 
have  Reafon  to  curfe  the  Negle6t  of  fo  fa- 
vourable an  Opportunity.  Thefe,  it  is  plain, 
were  the  Sentiments  of  former  Parliaments, 
nor  can  there  be  any  doubt  but  could  they 
have  forefeen  how  inefFedual  the  Laws  they 
pafled  would  prove  to  anfwerthe  Ends  defigned 
by  them,  they  would  have  entered  into  fuch 
Meafures  as  might  have  rendred  the  prefent 
Bill  unneceffary.  Standing  Armies,  were 
things  unknown  to  the  Conftltution  in  their 
Time,  nor  was  it  poflible  they  (hould  forefee 
the  Debts  of  the  Nation  j  and  the  Revenues 
of  the  Crown  would  ever  fupply  their  Places 
with  Members,  much  lefs  gain  a  Majority 
of  mercenary  Votes  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. The  Evils  they  felt,  or  even  appre- 
hended, they  provided  againft,  and  it  cer- 
tainly becomes  us  to  do  the  fame.  If  their 
Fears  were  not  groundlefs,  and  their  Precau- 
tions needful  at  that  Time,  our  Appre- 
henfions  muft  have  a  much  better  Founda- 
tation,  by  the  vifible  Increafe  of  thefe  De- 
pendents 
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pendents  on  the  Crown,  whofe  unanimous 
Concurrence  with  all  the  Meafures  of  the 
Courtfor  many  Years,  if  it  does  not  prove  that 
one  and  the  fame  Influence  governs  and  di- 
reds  all  their  Determinations,  it  is  undeni- 
ably a  ftrong  Prefumption,  that  they  are  not 
invariably  guided  by  the  Dilates  of  impartial 
Judgment,  unlefs  it  be  reafonable  to  atfirm, 
that  the  Miniftry  have  never  been  miftaken, 
a  Complement  thefe  Gentlemen  don't  ittiw 
difpofed  to  pay  them.  If  it  cannot  then 
but  be  fuppofed,  that  a  Confideration  had  to 
their  Places,  m.ay  have  fomeiimes  at  leaft  af- 
feded  their  Deliberations,  and  determined 
their  Votes  in  former  SefTions,  they  may  do 
fo  again,  and  that  Complaifance  which  has 
been  already  {hewn  to  their  Patron,  may  here- 
after be  carry 'd  to  very  dangerous  Lengths, 
(hould  a  Majority  of  thefe  Gentlemen  be  re- 
turned in  any  future  Eledion. 

To  add  yet  a  farther  Weight  to  thefe  Rea- 
fons  the  Advocates  for  this  Bill  affirm,  that 
the  general  Voice  of  the  Nation  determines 
the  Debate  in  their  Favour,  that  the  Ex- 
pedience and  even  Neceflity  of  it  appears 
jfrom  the  frequent  Inftrudtions  fent  up  from 
different  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  all  which 
unanimoufly  agree  in  the  Danger  of  de- 
laying fo  feafonable  a  Remedy  for  the  Evils 
we  at  prefent  feel,  and  the  melancholy 
Profpedls  we  have  of  worfe  to  come.  Nor 
is  this  the  dnly  Evidence  they  produce  to  {how 
E  2  the 
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the  Sentiments  of  the  People  on  this  impor- 
tant Queftlon  ;  they  go  one  Step  farther,  and 
alTcrt,  that  the  Manner  in  which  it  vvasiately 
rejefted,  is  the  ftrongeft  Evidence,  that  even 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  themfclves,  are  fenii- 
ble  how  popular  the  paiTmg  it  would  have 
been,  and  for  this  Reafon  alone,  chofe  to 
put  an  invidious  Tafls.  on  the  Lords,  which 
they  were,  either  afraid,  or  afiiamed,  to  under- 
take themfelves.  As  it  is  not  reafonable  to  iup- 
pofe  they  had  changed  their  Minds  with  re- 
gard to  this  Bill,  the  ready  -Concurrence  it 
met  with  in  the  lower  Houfe,  is  no  other 
way  to  be  accounted  for,  but  by  the  near 
approach  of  a  new  Election,  in  which  they 
well  knew  they  fhould  have  but  little  Share, 
fhould  they  difoblige  their  Conftituents,  by 
refufing  fo  neceffary  a  Defence  of  the  prefent 
Conftitution,  and  their  own  Liberties.  Up- 
on the  whole,  they  conclude,  that  if  the 
Reafon  of  the  Thing  be  apparently  on  their 
Side,  confirmed  at  the  fame  Time  by  the  ge- 
neral Voice  and  Sentiments  of  the  Nation, 
this  Bill  is,  in  itfelf,  a  juft  and  necellary 
Precauticwi,  againft  the  exorbitant,  and  ftill 
increafing,  Number  of  Officers  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons ;  and  as  fuch  continue  to  hope, 
the  Time  Will  yet  come,  when  it  fhall  meet 
with  a  proper  Reception,  whatever  may  have 
been  its  Pate    in  former  Parliaments. 


In 
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In  Anfwer  to  tbsfe  Reafons ;  the  Gentle- 
men who  oppofe  this  Bill  obicrvc,  in  the 
firft  Place,  that  it  is  a  Matcer  of  the  high- 
eft  national  Importance,  to  examine  every 
Attempt  of  changing  our  Conftitution,  with- 
out the  leaft  regard  to  Names,  or  Sounds, 
or  even  the  Pretences  of  thofe  who  may  pro- 
pofe  fuch  an  Alteration.  That  the  real  De- 
signs of  Politicians  are  not  always  quite  asho- 
neft  as  their  Pretenfions,  it  being  the  ufual 
Artifice  of  ambitious  Men,  to  conceal  their 
moft  pernicious  Intentions,  under  the  San- 
<ilion  of  the  moft  popular  Sounds.  When 
the  Liberties  of  a  Nation  are  defigned  to  be 
invaded,  and  the  fettled  Peace  and  Order  of 
Government  deftroyed,  a  pretended  Concern 
for  the  Freedom  of  the  People,  and  loud  Ex- 
clamations of  their  Danger  are  the  neceflary 
Difguifes,  by  which  fuch  Patriot  Traytors 
can  only  hope  to  accomplifli  their  infamous 
Defigns.  When  political  Quacks  fet  up  for 
the  Reformers  of  a  State,  the  People  muft  be 
fiifl  perfuaded,  that  it  is  really  out  of  Order, 
and  ftands  in  need  of  their  AlTiftance.  The 
Experience,  fay  they,  of  all  Ages,  fufficiently 
proves  the  Danger  of  Innovations  which  can 
be  juftified  by  nothing  but  an  abfolute  Ne- 
ceflity,  and  even  then  have  feldom  been  ef- 
fected, but  at  the  Expence  of  the  publick 
Tranquillity  and  Peace.  New  Scenes  of 
Government  may  indeed  appear  plaufible 
in  Speculation,   but   when   attempted  to  be 

put 
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put  in  Praaice,  will  generally  be  found  at- 
Hded  with  greater  Evils  than  thofe  they 
were  defigned  to  redrefe :  Let  them  be  fop- 
pofed  innocent  in  themfelves,  nay,  even  be- 
neficial and  advantageous  to  Society  ;  yet  at- 

■       .u^m   r->(1ilv     may    do  unknown 
tempting  them   rami),   ""y  ^ 

harm  Tnould  they  ra.fcarry,  and  coft  mh- 
nitely  too  dear,  flwuld  they  lucceed. 

The  Frame  of  Government,  is  a  Machine 
too  curious  to  admit  of  unneceffary  Altera- 
tions   and   it  will  be  found  in  Faft,  that  all 
f^h  Auempts,  to  change  or  alter  its  Mo- 
i,  are  m'uch  more  likely  to  produce  Con- 
fufion  than  to  improve  or  amend  it.     If  thele 
general  Reflexions,  fay  they    -^-^'"f^^^l 
Experience,  if  Innovations  of  all  Kmds,  tho 
feaSy  harmleft.    or   even    advantageous    in 
hemfelves,  and  condufted  by  Perfons  of  dif- 
nteTefted   Views  for   the  Benefit   of  then- 
Count  y     are    capable    of    fuch   pernicious 
Effea     how   much    more  dangerous   muft 
Ube  to  admit  of  fuch  Schemes  as,  in  their 
own  Nature,  tend  to  overthrow  our  prefent 
hippy  Conftitution,    and    are    propofed  by 

S^of  whofe  -ID^fig-.^J'VTrS' no 
reafonable  Satisfadion.     Of  t^.s  JjuA    no 

Hiftory  can  furnifli  us  with  a  mote  melan 
cholv  Proof  than  our  own. 

Thofe  Defigns  in  the  laft  Century,  which 
Ml  the°r  fuU  Growth  involved  the  Nation  in 
Blood  and  Ruin,  brougljt  our  Monarch  to 
the  Block,  deftroyed  our  Hierarchy,  and  ab. 


the  Place- Bill  3 1 

folutely  overturned  the  very  Foundations  of 
civil  Government,  whicli  involv'd  us  in  a 
civil  War  at  home,  and  render'd  us  infamous 
abroad,  had  their  Beginning  in  the  difinterefl- 
ed  Appearance  of  a  Place-Bill.  A  felf- 
denying  Ordinance,  (as  it  was  then  called) 
was  made  a  fcaffold  to  private  Ambition, 
and  under  that  fpecious  and  unfufpefled 
Pretence,  the  Power  of  the  Government  was 
taken  from  the  beft,  and  placed  in  the  Hands 
of  the  worft  Men  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Thofe  who  really  meant  nothing  more  than 
a  necefTary  Redrcfs  of  Grievances  were  re- 
moved, and  thofe  whofe  warmer  Heads  were 
filled  with  Scenes  of  Blood  and  Slaugh- 
ter, fubftituted  in  their  Places:  No  fooner 
were  thefe  State-Reformers  in  Poileflion  of 
their  ill  got  Authority,  but  they  threw  off  the 
Maik  they  had  made  ufe  of  to  obtain  it : 
Show'd  they  defigned  nothing  lefs  than  to 
exclude  themfelves  by  their  own  Votes,  and 
kept  their  Places  in  Defiance  of  their  own 
Ordinance.  It  then  appeared,  but  too  late, 
that  they  had  no  other  Intention  but  to  de- 
prive their  Fellow-Members  of  their  Share  in 
this  great  Work  of  reforming  the  State,  pro- 
cure the  fupreme  Command  of  the  Army 
for  themfelves  or  their  Creatures,  and  thus 
ufurp  an  Authority  infinitely  more  arbitrary 
than  that  attempted  by  the  Crown.  All 
this  they  accomplidied,  and  the  fatal  Effects 
which   attended    their    Succefs,  ought,    fay 

they. 
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they,  to  ftand  as  eternal  Monuments  of  the 
Danger  our  Government  will  always  be  in, 
by  liltening  to  the  Schemes  of  fuch  pretended 
Patriots  \  and,  if  after  having  feen  the  Fate 
of  our  Anceftors,  we  are  weak  enough  to  fall 
ourfelves  into  the  fame  Snare,  our  Mifery  will 
probably  be  as  great,  but  deferve  much  lefs 
Compaffion  than  theirs.  It  will  be  allowed 
on  all  Hands,  that  their  Pretences  for  Refor- 
mation were  much  better  founded  than  ours, 
the  Evils  they  flifFered,  and  the  Dangers  which 
threaten'd  them,  were  infinitely  greater  than 
are  even  complained  of  at  prefent ;  the  headers 
of  that  Oppofition  were  in  no  Refpeds  in- 
ferior to  our  modern  Patriots^  their  Capa- 
cities were  allowed  as  great,  and  their  Zeal 
for  Liberty  (the  darling  Word  at  that  Time, 
as  it  is  now  of  ours)  as  remarkably  diftin- 
guifh'd  J  if  then  their  Fears  and  Refentments 
carry'd  thofe  amongft  them,  who  really 
meant  well,  too  far,  and  gave  an  Opportuni- 
ty to  thofe  whofe  Views  were  Anarchy  in 
the  State,  and  Confufion  in  the  Church,  of 
leading  them  infenfibly  ftill  farther,  till  they 
could  neither  retreat  with  Safety,  nor  pro- 
ceed without  Guilt ;  will  not  the  Cafe  pro- 
bably be  the  fame  with  us,  {hould  we  be 
weak  enough  to  follow  their  Example. 
From  thefe  terrible  Effeds  of  a  pretended 
Zeal  for  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  the 
feveral  Parts  of  the  Legiilature  {hould  certain- 
ly learn  this   important   LelTon,  to  maintain 

each 
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each  their  own  Privileges  with  a  calm  Refo- 
lution,  but  abftain  religioufly  from  mutual 
Encroachments,  lince  Experience  has  fliewn 
us,  that  when  once  the  inward  Ballance  of 
the  Conftitution  is  broken,  endlefs  Diforders 
are  hke  to  follow,  and  no  Part  of  the  whole 
is  in  Danger  of  fuffering  more  than  that 
which  at  firft  appeared  to  be  the  Gainer. 

If  then,  from  the  EfFed:,  which  ihisfelf- 
denying  Ordinance  (the  Place  Bill  of  that  Day) 
had  in  the  Year  1640,  we  ought  to  be  upon 
our  guard  againft  any  Projects  of  a  like  Na- 
ture at  prefent,  we  fliall  have  yet  ftronger 
Reafons  for  the  utmoft  Jealoufy  of  all  fuch 
Attempts,  if  it  can  be  as  little  difputed, 
that  in  the  Reign  of  the  late  King  Willia?n, 
Bills  of  a  like  kind  were  propofed,  and 
adually  palled,  with  no  better  a  View  than 
to  defeat  the  Settlement  of  the  Crown  in  the 
prefent  royal  Family,  or  at  leaft  make  the 
Government  impradicable  whenever  that 
Succeffion  (liould  take  Place.  Thefe  Fads, 
fay  the  Oppofers  of  a  Place-Bill,  though 
they  may  not  diredly  prove  that,  becaufe 
the  Ad  of  Parliament,  now  contend- 
ed for,  is  of  a  like  Nature  with  thofe 
Bills  which  were  formerly  intended  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State, 
to  murder  the  Perfon  of  the  King,  and  de- 
flroy  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  to  under- 
mine the  Revolution,  and  defeat  the  Pro- 
teftant  Eiiabliihment,  that  it  is  now  follicited 
F  fo 
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fo  warmly  with  any  fuch  Intentions,  yet 
they  abundantly  prove,  that  the  greateft 
Caution  cannot  too  much  guard  againft  an 
Innovation  of  fo  dangerous  a  Nature,  as  in 
its  firft  Inftance  effeded  the  Subverfion  of 
all  our  Liberties  and  Laws,  and  in  its  fe- 
cond  Attempt  would  probably  have  deprived 
us  of  all  the  Bleffings  we  at  prefent  enjoy, 
had  not  the  fatal  Edge  of  this  Republican 
Weapon  been  taken  off  by  a  fubfequent  Ad:, 
which  reftores  to  the  People  their  natural 
Right  of  judging  for  themfelves,  and  re- 
eleding  any  Member  who  may  have  ac- 
cepted a  Place  from  the  Crown.  If  any  Man 
can  doubt  whether  we  owe  the  prefent  royal 
Family  to  the  repeal  of  that  Law,  which  ab- 
folutely  excluded  every  Man  in  Office,  under 
the  King,  from  a  Seat  in  Parliament,  let  him 
recoiled  the  Time  when  that  Succeffion  was 
carry'd  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  but  by 
ONE  Vote  only,  and  then  fay,  if  he  thinks, 

that     HAPPY,     THAT    EFFICACIOUS   VoTE 

could  then  have  been  obtained,  if  the  People 
had  at  that  Time  been  debarred  from  chufing 
any  Gentleman  as  their  Reprefentative,  who 
was  employed  in  the  Service  of  King  William y 
when  even  with  their  Affiftance  it  paffed  with 
fo  much  Difficulty  and  Oppofition. 

But  farther,    fay    thefe   Gentlemen,    we 
ought  never  to  introduce  a  Change   in  our 
Conftitution,  but  when  the  Evils  we  fuffer 
for  the  want  of  it,  are  of  lufficient  Impor- 
tance 
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tance  to  juftify  fuch  an  Alteration,  and 
fufficiently  evident  to  demand  it.  There  can 
be  no  end  of  providing  againft  imaginary- 
Dangers  vv^hich  have  no  Foundation  but  in 
the  real  or  pretended  Apprehenlions  of  Men 
avowedly  dilTatisfy'd  with  the  prefent  Admi- 
niftration,  becaufe  unkindly  deny'd  a  Place 
in  it.  If  Remedies  are  to  be  applied  againft 
every  Inconvenience,  which  the  Fears  of 
difappointed  Statefmen  affedl  to  forefee, 
new  Bills  muft  every  Sefiions  be  palled,  new 
Barriers  raifed  to  defend  thofe  Liberties  which 
were  never  defigned  to  be  invaded.  If  the 
Nation  is  never  to  be  fafe,  till  thofe,  who 
have  themfelves  no  {hare  in  the  Adminftra- 
tion,  fliall  declare  they  are  fatisfy'd  with  its 
Security,  it  muft  for  ever  be  in  Danger,  and 
perhaps  it  may  be  better  for  us  that  it  fliould 
continue  fo,than  to  purchafe  their  Approbation 
by  gratifying  their  Ambition,  and  introducing 
a  motley  Miniftry,  whofe  mutual  Jealoufies 
may  probably  bring  upon  us  all  thofe  Evils 
they  at  prefent  pretend  only  to  forefee.  It  is 
not  long  fince  the  Danger  of  the  Church  was 
as  loudly  bellow'd,  as  that  of  the  State  is  at  pre- 
fent, the  Mob  took  the  Favourite  Hint,  and 
the  Cry  fucceeded  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Ex- 
pedlations  :  The  then  Miniftry  were  difcard- 
ed  after  a  glorious  Adminiftration,  which  will 
tranfmit  their  Names,  with  Honour  to  fu- 
ture Generations :  Thefe  zealous  Defenders 
of  Epifcopacy  poftefs'd  themfelves  of  all  the 
F  2  Power 
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Power  they  had  been  long  aiming  at;  and 
what  was  the  Event  ?  Was  the  Church  bet- 
ter lecured  under  their  Influence  ?  Were  any 
new  Laws  made  in  her  Favour,  or  any  new 
Barriers  formed  for  her  Protection  ?  Always 
excepting  the  coer  mefnorahle  Schifm  BiU'^ 
Or  was  it  not  in  the  mofl  apparent  hazard  of 
being  totally  overturn'd  by  the  Introdudioii 
of  Popery  and  the  Pretender.  When  Men 
are  far  gone  in  the  Spleen,  and  imagine 
Diftempers  which  have  no  real  Exiftence 
but  in  the  Hypochondria,  tho'  they  even 
fwear  they  feel  them  in  every  other  Part  of 
the  Body,  no  wife  Phyfician  will  believe  the 
Complaint,  and  none  but  a  Quack  pretend  to 
remove  it.  It  mud  then  be  nothing  but  a 
real  Evil  to  be  avoided,  or  a  real  Good  to  be 
obtained,  which  can  make  fuch  an  A(fl  ne- 
cefTary,  or  even  prudent ;  but  has  any  thing 
of  the  former  Sort  been  made  appear  ?  Pre- 
tences will  never  be  wanting,  but  has  any 
Proof  been  offered  of  the  Danger  of  the 
State?  Does  not  every  Man's  i^xperiencecon- 
the  Falfhood  of  fuch  Suggeftions  ?  We  have 
lived  now  for  half  a  Century  under  our  pre- 
fent  excellent  Conftitution  in  fuch  a  State  of 
domeftick  Tranquillity,  in  fuch  a  full  and 
iecure  Enjoyment  of  our  Properties  and 
Rights,  both  Civil  and  Religious,  and  of 
every  BlefTiiig  which  the  bed  regulated  Go- 
vernment can  procure  Mankind,  as  no  Pe- 
riod of  our  own  Hifloiy   can   exceed,    and 

few 
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few  can  equal.     What  Attempts,  they  afk, 
have  been  made,  excepting  in  the  latter  End 
of  the  late  Queen,  when  thefe  Gentlemen, 
who  are  become  fuch  zealous  Defenders  of 
our  Conftitution,  were  in  the  Adminiftration, 
to  deprive  us  of  our  Liberties?    What  Steps 
have  been  taken  to  advance  the  Power  of  the 
Crown,  or  weaken  thejuft  Influence  of  Par- 
liament ?    Has  the   royal    Prerogative   been 
ftretch'd  as  in  former  Reigns  to  the  Infringe- 
ment of  the  Rights  of  the  Subjed:,  or  have 
the  People  been  taught  the  exploded  Dodrines 
of  paffive  Obedience  and  Non-re(iftance,  to 
the  arbitrary   Will   of  ths  Monarch  ?  Have 
our    Courts  of  Judicature  ever   been    filled 
with   Judges  of  greater   Integrity,    or   who 
com.plains  of  the  Want  of  a  due  Adminiftra- 
tion of  Juftice  ?  Was   the   venerable  Bench 
of   Bifliops  ever     better   fupply'd,    or    were 
Perfons  more  eminent  for  Piety  and  Learning 
ever  promoted  to  thofe  high  Stations  in  the 
Church  ?    Has   our  Sovereign  ever  betray'd 
a  Defne    to   extend    his  Power  beyond  the 
Limits    of  the    Conftitution,    or    have    his 
Minifters  aftumed  an   Authority  inconfiftent 
with   the  Nature  of  their  Places,  and    ne- 
celTary    to    the    Difcharge    of    their  Duty? 
What  then  are  the  Symptoms,   from  whence 
thefe  ^to.te  ^lacks  would  infer  a  Sicknefs,  or  a 
Decay  in  the  Conftitution  ?  What  Signs  do 
they  produce,  that   its  Vigour  is  in  any  De- 
gree exhaufted,  much  lefs  its  End  approach- 
ing? 
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ing  ?  What  need  then  of  all  this  poll!:ical 
Phyfick,  where  there  are  no  Diforders  to  be 
removed,  or  why  muft  we  expofe  ourfelves 
to  the  Danger  of  unknown  and  uncertain 
Remedies,  when  we  have  no  Complaint  to 
iuftify  the  Experiment  ?  What  then  are  the 
Evils  which  this  Bill  is  to  redrefs,  are  they 
real,  or  prefent?  Or  are  they  only  imaginary 
and  what  may  poiTibly  happen,  fhould  an 
ambit ious  Prince^  a  dt^gning  Minifier,  and 
a-  Jlavijli)  Majority  in  Parliament  meet  toge- 
ther at  the  SAME  Time?  If  this  be  all,  it 
will  be  Time  enough  to  provide  againft 
fuch  future  Dangers,  at  ieaft  when  they 
appear  nearer,  and  more  formidable  than 
they  do  at  prefent. 

Again,  fay  thefe  Gentlemen,  if  this  In- 
novation were  neither  fo  dangerous,  nor 
unneceiTary  as  it  appears  to  be,  it  ought 
however  to  be  oppos'd,  as  a  Projed:,  which 
under  Pretence  of  leiTening  the  Power 
oft  he  Crown,  will  in  the  Event  take  away 
th  Rights,  and  confequently  lefTen  the 
Power  of  the  People.  As  our  Conftitution 
{lands  at  prefent,  we  have  always  a  Remedy 
in  our  own  Power  againft  the  Influence  the 
Crown  can  ever  have  over  Place-Men  in  the 
Houfe  of  Com.mons :  Becaufe  we  can  always 
chufe  whether  we  will  eledl  fuch  for  our 
Members.  By  this  juft  and  happy  Tempera- 
ment the  Bailance  muft  always  be  preferved, 
between  the  royal  Prerogative,  and  the  Li- 
berty 
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berty  of  the  Subjed  :  Nor  can  the  Wifdom 
of  the  moft  fubtie  Politician  difcover  any 
other  Medium,  which  will  fo  efFedually 
make  the  Monarch  truly  great,  and  the  Peo- 
ple really  happy.  It  gives  the  firft  a  Power 
of  chufing  his  own  Servants  from  among  the 
befl  of  his  Subjeds,  from  fuch  who  by  the 
Voice  of  the  People  themfelves  have  been 
declared  worthy  of  their  Confidence,  a  Choice 
which  cannot  but  be  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Intereftsof  the  Community,  whilft  the  Crown 
has  no  Views  inconfiftent  with  their  juft 
Rights,  and  whenever  it  may  be  fufpeded 
of  any  other  Defigns,  the  People  will  always 
preferve  a  Power  of  fhewing  their  Refent- 
ment,  by  withdrawing  that  Truft,  and  re- 
jecting, as  any  longer  worthy  their  Favours, 
all  fuch  Members,  as  may  be  charged  with 
voting  under  the  undue  Influence  of  the 
Crown.  By  the  Laws  at  prefent  in  being 
the  People  are  capable  of  protecting  their 
own  Liberties,  and  limiting,  whenever  they 
pleafe,  the  Number  of  Place-men  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  If  it  appears  to  them, 
and  they  are  undoubtedly  the  befl  Judges  for 
,  themfelves,  that  thefe  Men  are  fo  dangerous 
to  the  Conftitution  as  the  Advocates  for  this 
Bill  affed;  to  reprefent  them,  they  can  by 
their  own  Authority  put  a  Negative  on  every 
Officer,  nor  will  it  be  in  the  Power  of  the 
Crow7i  to  get  one  Servant  returned  to  the  en- 
fuing  Parliament.     What  then  would  thefe 

Men 
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Men  have  ?  To  defire  more  than  this  mud 
be  the  fevered  Satire  on  their  own  Condudt, 
as  well  as  carry  in  it  the  higheft  Imputation 
of  their  want  either  of  Honefty  or  Common 
Senfe,  and  it  may  be  affirmed  it  will  be  im- 
poffible  to  frame  a  Petition  from  any  Coun- 
ty, or  Borough  in  Great-Britain  folliciting 
for  a  Place-Bill,  which  muft  not  be  big  with 
Contradictions,  and  run  to  the  following 
Effed:,  We  the   freeholders  of  the  Coimty  of 

u?ider  the  deepefi  Senfe   of  the  Danger 

arifing  to  our  prefent  happy  Conftittition,  from 
the  Liberty  we  enjoy  of  returning  fuch  Men, 
as  in  our  Confciences  we  believe,  if  tnifled,  are 
likely  to  betray  it,  and  at  the  fame  Time  fenji- 
ble  of  our  own  Incapacity  to  refufe  a  Bribe  if 
offered  in  their  Behalf,  or  give  a  Vote  for  fome 
honefter    Reprefe?2tative -,    do    make    it    our 
earnefi     requeji     that     this     power,     which 
we    cannot    make    a    proper    ife    of    our^ 
felves,  may  be  taken  from  our  Pofierity,   who 
as  they  are   likely  to  be  as  great  Fools  as  we, 
may  fome   Time  or  other   abife  it,    as    we 
acknowledge  we  have  ourfelves  too  often  done. 
To  prevent  all  which  Daitgers  to  our  dear  Coun- 
try, we  repeat  our  'Defire,  that  neither  they  nor 
we  may  any  longer  be  fuffered  to  exercife  our 
own  private  ^Judgments,  that  a  wholefome  Re- 
firaint  may  be   laid  on  the  Freedom   oj  our 
Votes,  and  our  Hands  for  ever  tyd  up  from  the 
Temptations  of  Bribery   and  Corruption,  and 
your  Petitioners  fhall  ever^  &c.     To  pretend 

there- 
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therefore  that  this  Right  of  chufing  for  our- 
lelves  ought  to  be  taken  from  the  People,  be- 
caufe  they  may  fometimes  exercife  it  in  a 
Manner  difplealing  to  thofe  who  oppofe  the 
Adminiftration  is  highly  unjaft,  but  to  fup- 
pofe,  much  more  aflert,  that  the  People 
themfelves  defire  it,  has  fomething  in  it 
fo  big  with  Contradidion  and  Abfurdity,  2A 
mud  create  the  Laughter  of  every  impartial 
Reader,  if  it  does  not  defcrve  a  fevercr  Re- 
turn. If  the  People  have  formerly  chofe  Gen- 
tlemen to  reprefent  them,  who  were  at  the 
fame  time  in  the  Service  of  the  Crown,  it 
only  proves  they  were,  at  the  Time  of  Elec- 
tion, well  fatisfy'd  with  the  Honour  of  their 
Members,  and  the  Wifdom  of  their  Ad- 
miniftrationi  and  whenever  they  find  Rea- 
fon  to  alter  their  Opinion  of  either,  nothing 
can  prevent  their  fending  others,  who  they 
may  judge  better  qualified  to  be  the  Guardians 
of  their  Liberties. 

They  add  to  all  this,  that  the  Bill  they 
oppofe  would  be  equally  injurious  to  the 
King  and  his  Minifters  ;  it  would  reflcd  in 
the  higheft  Manner  on  his  Majefty's  Wifdom, 
or  be  an  open  Affront  to  his  Juftice,  fliould  his 
Choice  alone  of  Perfons  to  ferve  him,  with- 
out any  other  Reafon,  be  fufficient  to  exclude 
them  from  the  Trud  and  Confidence  of  his 
Subjects  :  A  very  unjuft  and  ungenerous  Re- 
turn for  all  the  Bleiiings  we  have  enjoyed 
under  his  mild  and  gracious  Administration. 

G  Ic 
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It  is  refufing  the  Crown,  what  it  has  a  natu- 
ral Right  to  demand,  the  Affiftance  of  all  its 
Subjects :  Efpecially  at  a  Time  when  it 
may  be  juflly  apprehended  it  may  ftand  in 
need  of  their  utmoft  Abilities.  It  is  laying 
a  Foundation  for  groundlefsjealoufies,  of  De- 
figns  formed  by  the  Prince  againft  their  Li- 
berties, which  no  Part  of  his  pall  Condudl 
can  iuftify,  and  which  he  has  fworn  folemn- 
ly  to  preferve.  It  is  fowing  thofe  Seeds  of  Dif- 
content,  and  Difaffedion  in  the  Minds  of  the 
People,  which  may,  hereafter,  produce  a 
plentiful  harveft  of  Confufion  ;  and  fpring 
up,  if  not  into  open  Rebellion  againfl  his 
Perfon,  into  fuch  a  determined  Spirit  of  Op- 
pofition  to  his  Government,  as  may  en- 
courage our  Enemies  abroad  to  injure  and  in- 
fult  us,  and  weaken  our  Preparations  at 
home,  for  a  jufl:  and  neceffary  Defence,  and 
what  may  ftill  be  attended  with  Confequences 
more  fatal  to  the  Peace  and  Happinefs  of  the 
Nation,  it  may  tend  to  create  a  Diflike  of  Par- 
liaments themfelvcs,  the  fatal  Source  of  all  the 
Miferies  our  Fore-fathers  felt,  and  which  we 
have  hitherto  been  fo  happy  only  to  read 
of.  A  King  of  Great-Britain^  who  com- 
mands the  Affedion  and  Confidence  of  his 
Subjeds,  will  always  be  refpeded  abroad,  and 
powerful  at  home  ;  but  Ice  this  Bond  of  their 
mutual  Happinefs  be  broke,  either  by  unrea- 
fonable  Doubts  of  his  Juftice,  or  their  Loyal- 
ty, and   tlie  Profped  immediately   blackens 

ail 
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all  around  us,  his  Influence  will  be  difre- 
garded  in  Courts  abroad,  and  publick  Cre- 
dit will  gradually  decay  at  home.  As  it  is 
impoflible  a  King  contented  with  his  juft 
Prerogatives,  and  a  People  fatisfy'd  with  their 
legal  Rights,  can  never  have  two  feparate 
Interefts,  as  the  Glory  of  the  one  muft  in- 
clude in  it,  the  Happinefs  of  the  other,  who 
ever  by  dark  Infinuations  of  Defigns  formed 
againfl;  either,  endeavours  to  deftroy,  or  even 
weaken  this  Union,  is  a  Traytor  to  his  King, 
and  a?i  Enemy  to  his  Country.  Muft  not 
then  the  Honour  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
Peace  of  the  Subjed;  be  in  the  utmoft  Danger, 
fliould  the  Time  ever  come,  when  it  (hall  be 
out  of  the  Power  of  the  Prince  to  place  his 
Confidence  in  any  about  him,  who  for  that  very 
Reafon  flmll  not  be  rejected  by  his  Subjeds  ? 
It  is  in  vain  to  plead  that  the  Jealoufies  which 
make  the  Exclufion  of  Place-men  neceflary 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  are  not 
founded  in  a  DiRrurt;  of  his  Majefty,  but  a 
Diflike  to  his  Miniflers,  fince  even  allow- 
ing that  the  prefent  Perfons  in  Power  had 
given  juft  Grounds  for  fuch  Apprehenfions, 
yet  lliould  this  Bill  be  fuffered  to  pafs,  every 
future  poflible  Miniftry  muft  fliare  the  fame 
common  Fate,  and  Place-men,  yet  unborn, 
be  render'd  incapable  of  an  Honour  to  which 
their  Births  or  Fortunes,  would  otherwife  en- 
title them.  Befidcs  it  will  be  difficult  to 
clear  up  his  Majefty's  Charader  for  Goodnefs 
G  2  or 
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or  Wifdom  in  his  prefent  Choice  of  Men, 
who  aie  io  notorioufly  wanting  in  their 
Duty,  that  even  their  Succeflbrs  niuft  llifFer 
for  their  Crimes. 

This  brings  me  to  confider  a  farther  Ob- 
jection againft  this  Exclufion  of  Officers  from 
Seats  in  Parliament,  by  this  Bill,  fay  they. 
Penalties  are  inflidted,  and  Men  abridg'd  of 
their  natural  Rights,  not  only  without  any 
a(5tual  Proof  of  Guilt  or  Male-adminitlra- 
tion  J  but  the  Incapacity  is  tranfmitted  to 
Perfons  who  it  is  impoffible  can  have  offend- 
ed, becaufe  they  never  had  a  Being.  If 
Men  in  adual  PoiTeflion  of  Places  under  the 
Crown,  have  ever  facrificed  the  Interefts  of 
their  Conilituents  to  the  Commands  of  a 
A^inifler,  or  pafTed  Votes  inconfiflent  with 
their  real  Sentim^ents,  from  felfifli  Principles 
or  private  Views  to  their  own  Advantage,  it 
is  jufl  they  fhould  bear  the  Infamy  they  de- 
ferve :  but  is  it  reafonable  the  Places  them- 
feives  fliould  be  branded  for  the  Crimes  of 
thofe  who  enjoyed  and  abufed  them  ?  Or  that 
every  Man  who  may  hereafter  accept  them, 
fhould  be  declar'd  incapable  of  the  publick 
Confidence,  before  it  can  be  known  whether 
he  really  dcferves  it  or  not?  if  this  Way  of 
of  reafoning  be  allowed  to  be  good  for  the 
future,  will  it  not  be  equally  jull  for  the  Time 
pafl?  If  all  Men  muft  be  fuppos'd  Enemies 
to  their  Country,  who  may  hereafter  be  en- 
trufted  with  the  Managenjent  of  a  Place,  or 


the  Place-Bill  45 

an  Office  under  the  Crown,  I  am  afraid, 
for  the  very  fame  Reafon,  all  who  have 
formerly  done  the  fame  Thing,  mud  have 
been  equally  guilty  ?  And  if  fo,  the  prefent 
Advocates  for  this  Bill,  will,  many  of  them 
at  lea  ft,  be  included  in  the  Number  of  pro- 
flituted  Slaves.  If  they  difcharg'd  their  Of- 
fices with  Integrity,  uninfiuenced  by  the 
Favours  of  the  Crown,  and  independent  on 
the  Will  of  the  Minifter,  if  their  Votes  were 
always  directed  by  a  fole  Regard  to  the  In- 
terefi  of  their  Conftituents,  why  may  not 
the  fame  Virtue  be  found,  if  not  in  the 
prefent  PoflefTors,  at  leaft  in  fuch  as  may  fiic- 
ceed  them  ?  Such  groundiefs  Averfions  to 
Men  in  Place,  can  only  tend  to  prevent  Gen- 
tlemen of  Fortune  from  entering  into  the 
Service  of  the  Crown,  or  make  them  look  on 
themfelves,  when  they  are  in  it,  as  a  Body 
of  Men,  with  feparate,  or  even  oppoiite  In- 
terefts  to  the  People.  Should  the  former  be 
the  Cafe,  the  Officers  of  the  Government 
muft,  many  cf  them,  be  unworthily  fup- 
ply'd,  fince  none  would  accept  them,  whofe 
prefent  Subfiftence,  or  Profpetts  of  farther 
Advancement,  would  not  almofl  neceiiarily 
fubjedt  them  to  the  Power  of  the  Minifler. 
If  Gentlemen  of  knov/n  and  vifible  Ellates, 
are  iuppofed  incapable  of  refifling  the  Temp- 
tations of  a  profitable  Employment,  how 
much  ftronger  mufi:  the  Influence  of  Corrup- 
tion aftc<^  thofe  who  have  nothing  but  their 

Places 
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Places  to  fubfift  on,  nor  any  other  Depen- 
dance  but  the  Favour  of  the  Crown  ?  Should 
the  latter  happen,  and  the  Weight  of  pub- 
lick  Places  have  fo  prodigious  an  Influence 
as  is  pretended,  what  other  Fate  on  fuch  a 
Divifion  of  Interefts  could  befal  us,  but  con- 
tinual inteftine  Struggles,  and  domeftick  Con- 
vulfions,  till  a  Period  (hould  be  put  to  them, 
either  by  the  Crown's  Superiority,  which 
niurt  eflablilli  arbitrary  Power,  or  the  Peoples 
Vidory,  which  mufl;  terminate  in  Anarchy 
and  Con fu (ion  ? 

Will  it  be  fufficient  tooppofc  to  fuch  Con- 
fidcrations  as  thcfc,  general  Harangues  on  the 
exorbitant  Power  of  the  Minifter,  or  the  In- 
fluence and  Danger  of  Corruption,  when  they 
come  attended  with  no  Proofs;  nay,  when 
they  they  are   contradicfled  in  the  ftrongeft 
'Manner,  by  the  very  Perfons  who  are  loud- 
cil  in  thefe  Complaints  ?  Thefe  Gentlemen, 
many  of  them    have,    themfelves,    ferv'd  in 
this  double  Capacity,  of  Member,  and  Place- 
men, and   might   have  done  fo  ilill,  at  leaft 
if  we  may  believe  their  own  Affertions,  could 
they    have  been  influenced  in  their  Votes  by 
a  liavifh  Dependance  on  the  Crown.     If  this 
was  really   the  Cafe,  it  muft  be  own'd  they 
adted  up  to  the  Patriot-charad:er  they  aflfed:, 
they  did  their  Duty,  and  deferve  the  Efteem 
and    Confidence  of  their  Conftituents ;  but 
why  muft  all  this  boafl:ed  Honefliy,  this  in- 
flexible Love  to  their  Country  be  confined 

to 
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to  themfelves  ?  They  parted  with  their  Places 
for  refufing  to  fupport  the  Adininiftration  in 
Meafares  they  thought  wrong  ;  but  may  not 
others  with    equal   Honour  and  Confcience 
keep  theirs,  by  fupporting  thofe  very  Mea- 
lures,  becaufe  they  think  them  Right  ?  How- 
ever,   for  once,  let  all    Regards   to  Honour 
and  Hooefty  be  confined  to  the  narrow  Circle 
of  their  own  Party  j  two  things  will  at  leall: 
unavoidably  follow  from  their  Example,  firft, 
that  a  Place  may  be  enjoy'd  without  a  llavifli 
Dependance  on  the  Crown,  this  can't  be  de- 
ny'd   by   Men,  who   were  for  many  Years 
pofTefs'd  of  great  and  profitable  Employments 
in    the   State;  they  difcharg'd  them  with  a 
due  Independency  on  thofe  who  gave  them, 
and   why  may  not  others  do  the  fame  ?  And 
next,  that  a  Pofl  of  Power  or  Profit  is  not  fo 
invincible  a  Temptation,  but  it  may  be  part- 
ed with,  when  the  Terms  of  keeping  it  are 
inconfiftent  with  the  Duty  they  owe  to  their 
Confiituents,  as   Members   of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.     In    either   of   thefe  Cafes  it  is 
plain,  by  their  own  Confeflion,  a  Place  does 
not  neceffarily  make  a  Man  a  Slave,  and  it 
is  pity,  without  fome  better  Proof,  than  has 
hitherto  been  ofifer'd  to  the  contrary,  that  the 
prefent  PofiTefibrs  of  them  (hould  be  treated 
as  fuch. 

But  it  is  farther  objeded,  that  the  conftint 
uniformity  of  thefe  Mens  Votes  in  Favour  of 
the  Court,  is  a  fufficient  Evidence  of  their 

corrupt 
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corrupt  Dependance  upon  it,  it  being,  as 
thefe  Men  would  perfuade  us,  impoffible  that 
eveiy  Step  taken  by  the  Minifter  during,  a 
long  Continuance  in  Power,  fhould  have  been 
always  right,  in  which  he  has  neverthelefs 
met  with  their  ready  and  chearful  Concur- 
rence ;  but  tho*  the  Truth  of  this  Fad:  might 
perhaps  be  contefled,  let  it  for  the  prefent  be 
taken  for  granted,  the  Anfwer  will  be  ob- 
vious and  plain.  If  a  conftant  Concurrence 
with  all  the  Meafures  of  the  Court  be  allow- 
ed a  Proof  of  Bribery  and  Corruption,  to 
what  Motive  muft  we  afcribe,  as  conftant 
an  Oppofition  ?  To  affirm  the  Miniftry  have 
always  been  wrong,  would  be,  at  leaft,  as 
wild  and  incredible  an  Affertion,  as  to  main- 
tain they  have  always  been  rights  let  then 
our  Adverfaries  in  this  Ciife,  be  themfelves 
our  Judges,  and  the  fame  Reafons  the  Pro- 
moters of  this  Bill  can  alledge  in  Vindication 
of  their  own  Con  dud,  fliall  be  fufficient  to 
jullify  tliofe  who  oppofe  it.  If  Motives, 
drawn  from  private  Intereft,  create  this  re- 
markable Steadinefsand  Uniformity  on  the  one 
Side,  are  not  the  others  as  powerfully  fway'd 
by  diiappointed  Ambition  and  private  Re- 
venge ?  If  a  Defire  of  keeping  their  Employ- 
ments make  Men  blind  to  the  real  Faults  of 
the  Minifter,  may  not  the  Hopes  of  fucceed- 
ing  them  as  powerfully  prejudice  others  a- 
gainft  Meafures  the  moft  apparently  beneficial 
to  the  Honour  and  Security  of  the  Nation  r 

If 
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If  the  Support  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration 
be  the  folc  Obje(5t  of  their  Attention  who 
are  in  it,  I  am  afraid  its  overthrow  will  be 
found  equally  prevalent  with  thofe  who  are 
out  ?  When  Men  give  themfelves  up  Slaves 
to  any  Paflion,  it  is  of  little  Confcquence 
to  the  Publick,  whether  Avarice  or  Revenge 
gain  the  Predominance  j  and  Ambition 
difappointed,  is  as  dangerous  a  Mafter,  as 
when  indulged  in  the  utmoft  Excefies  of 
Power.  Nay,  we  may  fafely  go  one  Step 
farther,  and  affirm  that  there  will  always 
be  lefs  Danger  from  Perfons,  who  are  in 
the  full  Gratification  of  their  Defires,  and 
only  want  to  maintain  what  they  at  prefent 
poffefs,  than  from  Men,  who,  by  repeated  Dif- 
appointments,  are  render'd  delperate  in  their 
Undertakings,  and  at  the  worft  have  nothing 
to  loie.  Have  we  not  feen  Men  under  the 
Influence  of  thefe  ungovernable  Paffions, 
break  through  the  flrongefl  Ties  of  Honour 
and  Confcience,  combine  with  known  Tray- 
tors  to  their  Country^  and  aflift  with  their  Ad- 
vice and  Counfels  the  avowed  Enemies  of  our 
Religion  and  Liberties'^  Would  it  be  difficult  to 
point  out  the  Man^  who  after  having  affifted 
in  the  Impeachment  of  an  infamous  Fugi- 
tive, has  fince  become  h^xsjavourite  Com' 
panion^  and  the  bojom  Partner  of  his  mojl  de- 
JiruBive  Secrets'^  If  Patriots  then,  bred  up 
in  Schemes  of  Liberty,  and  early  diflin- 
guifli'd  by  the  Favours  of  the  Court,  fuperior, 
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by  immenfe  private  Fortune,  to  all  the  Views 
of  Avarice,  and  indulged  in  important  Em- 
ployments by  the  Crown,  {hall  yet  be  thus 
enflaved  to  thefe  turbulent  and  unruly  Paf- 
fions,  well  may  we  pardon  fome  Degrees  even 
of  Partiality  to  the  Court,  in  Men,  who  perhaps 
really  think  its  Meafures  right  in  the  main. 
The  worft,  however,  that  can  be  faid  of  the 
one  Side  is,  that  they  are  Slaves  to  a  Minifter, 
whilft  the  other  are,  at  leaft,  as  much  fo  to 
the  Paflions  of  difappointed  Ambition,  or 
private  Revenge,  a  much  meaner  Servitude, 
and  a  more  cruel  Mafter. 

Once  more,  it  is  urged  in  Behalf  of  a  Place- 
Bill,  that  the  Admillion  of  Officers  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  efpecially  fhould  a 
Majority  of  the  Members  be  compos'd  of 
fuch,  unites  the  Legiflative  and  Executive 
Powers,  and  by  that  Means  deftroys  the 
Authority  and  Controul  the  Former  (hould 
always  preferve  over  the  latter  :  Were  this 
indeed  true,  in  the  Manner  it  is  reprefented, 
the  Objedtion  would  be  of  fome  real  Weight, 
and  deferve  the  Attention  of  Parliament ; 
there  being  nothing  more  obvious,  than  the 
Danger  which  muft  arife  to  the  Conftitution 
from  fuch  an  unnatural  Union  between  two 
Powers,  which  ought,  for  ever,  to  be  di- 
ftindt.  The  Fadt  therefore  is  the  only  thing 
to  be  enquired  into,  becaufe  except  that  can 
be  prov'd,  either  from  Reafon,  or  Experience, 
or   both,    the   Objedion    muft   fall  to   the 
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Ground;  now  the  latter  of  thefe  Crlterions, 
it  is  evident,    is  againft   them,  no  Number 
of  Place-men,  who  have   ever  yet  obtained 
Seats  in  the  Houfe,  having  hitherto  affeded 
any  fuch  dangerous  Superiority  on  the  Part 
of  the  Crown,  what  may  happen  hereafter, 
can  only  be  determined  from  the  Reafon  of 
the  Thing,    which   will    conclude    equally 
ilrong  againft  fuch  groundlefs  Apprehenfions, 
till  it  can  be  {hewn  to  be  a  probable  Event, 
that  Gentlemen  of  Honour  and  Credit,  fhall 
no  longer  be  employ'd  in  Offices  of  Truft  un- 
der the  Government ;  or  what  is  ftillmore  in- 
credible, fhould  all  unite  to  fcreen  and  prote(5t 
Offenders   againft    the   State,  for  no  other 
Reafon,  but  becaufe  they  themfelves  have  a 
Share  in  the  Adminiftration.   Should  our  own 
Hiftory  be    confulted  on  this    Occafion,  it 
will  be  much  eafier  to  produce  Inftances  of 
good  Minifters  worry 'd    by   Fadion,    than 
bad  ones  proteded  by  Corruption  in  a  Iloufe 
of  Commons ;  by  the  former  the  great  Lord 
Strafford  fell  a  Sacrifice   in    the  Reign  of 
Charles  I ;  and  the  honeft,  and  upright  Earl 
of  Clarendon,    under   the    Government    of 
Charles  II  j  if  bad  Minifters  have  ever  been 
fcreen'd  from  the  Vengeance  their  Crimes  de- 
ferv'd,  they  have  always  ow'd  their  Safety 
to   the    Royal  Prerogative,  and  not  the  Co- 
wardice  or    Corruption   of  the   Commons. 
Thefe  Confiderations  may  ferve  at  the  fame 
Time,  as  a  fufficient  Anfwer  to  what  is  far* 
H  2  ther 
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ther  fuggefted  by  the  Partizans  of  a  Place'^ 
Bill,  of  the  Danger  arifing  to  the  Conftito- 
tion  from  the  Increafe  of  Power  to  the  Crown, 
by  a  Majority  of  Officers  in  the  Hpufe  of 
Commons :  It  being  impoffible  for  the  moft 
ambitious  Frince  or  artful  Minijhr^  to  give 
thefe  Gentlemen  an  equivalent  for  the  Sacri- 
fice they  muft  make,  not  only  of  their  Con- 
ftituents,  but  of  their  own  Liberties  j  fmce 
the  very  Pof[effio?t  of  their  Places,  which  are 
fuppos'd  to  be  the  Price  of  Slavery^  muft  be- 
come more  precarious  under  the  arbitrary  Will 
of  an  abfolute  Monarch,  than  under  a  Con- 
ftitution  where  tlie  preferring  Men  to  Places, 
and  their  Removal,  will  be  the  conftant  Ob- 
ject of  the  People's  Attention  j  and  where  if 
any  Ihould  be  difmifs'd  from  their  Employ- 
ments, forrefufing  implicit  Obedience  to  the 
Will  ofaMinifter,  or  denying  his  AiTent  to  Mea- 
fures  plainly  deftrudive  of  the  Glory  or  Free- 
dom of  the  Nation,  they  could  not  be  however, 
difarmed  of  their  Power  of  refenting  fuch 
Treatment  by  warmer,  and  more  vigorous 
Oppofition  in  the  Houfe.  To  overturn  then, 
or  even  injure,  the  Conftitution,  if  it  can  ever 
be  effed:ed  by  the  Power  of  Corruption,  muft 
be  the  Work,  not  of  a  Majority  of  Place- 
men,  but  of  Beggars  :  Till  fuch  Time  there- 
fore as  fuch  are  employ 'd  in  Pofts  of  Honour 
and  Profit,  who  have  no  Property  of  their 
own,  all  Apprehenfions  of  Danger  from  this 
Quarter  muft  be  abfolutely  groundlef$:    It 
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is  as  certain  as  any  political  Propofition  can 
be,  that  fo  long  as  the   People  continue  to 
chufe,  as  they  hitherto  have  done,  Gentle- 
men of  known  Eftates  and  Fortune,  to  Seats 
in   Parliament,    the  Intereft  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  will  for  ever  be  the  fame   with   thofe 
they  reprefent ;  it  being  impolTible  that  the 
latter  can  fuffer  in  their  Rights  and  Privileges, 
without  involving  the  former   in   the  fame 
Ruin.     To  fuppofe    Gentlemen    capable  of 
holding    Places  under    the  Security  of  our 
prefent   Conftitution,    yet   forming   Defigns 
inconfiftent   with    their   own  Freedom,    to 
pleafe  an  ambitious  Prince,  or  gratify  a  de- 
iigning   Minifler,  carries  in  it,  befides  other 
Improbabilities,    this    monftrous   Abfurdity, 
that  Perfons  anxious,  in  the  highefl  Degree 
to  enrich   themfclves,  and  aggrandize  their 
Families,    fhould    have   no   Concern  at  the 
fame   time   about    their    Prefervation,    that 
of   Choice    they    Should    prefer    the    mofb 
precarious  Tenure  to   the  moft  fecure,  and 
voluntarily    give   up   their  lawful    Titles  to 
what  they  enjoy,  in  exchange  for  the  un- 
certain   Favours   of  a   Court  ;  till   therefore 
we  fee   Men  brought  into  Parliament  who 
either  have   nothing  of  their  own  to   lofe, 
or  want  common    Senfe    to  underftand  the 
Value  of  Property,  till   Men  are  entrufted 
with  the  Management  of   the  publick  Reve- 
nues, who   are  not;  capable  of  taking  care  of 
their  own  -,  or  what  may  poflibly  be  as  bad, 
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have  none  of  their  own  to  take  care  of,  the 
Conftitution  can  be  in  no  Danger  from  their 
Employments  under  the  Crown  :  But  has  any- 
thing like  this  been  pretended  by  the  warm- 
eft  Advocates  for  a  Place-Bill?  On  the 
contrary,  has  not  the  Minftry  been  frequent- 
ly reproach'd  with  the  immenfe  Property 
thofe  Gentlemen  pofTefs,  who  are  at  prefent 
intrufted  with  Pofts  of  the  higheft  Importance 
in  the  Government  ? 

But  it  is  farther  infifted  on,  that  how  chi- 
merical foever  thefe  Apprehenfions  may  be 
reprefented  by  the  T^ooh  of  the  Minijlry^  our  An- 
ceftors  were  of  a  different  Opinion;  they  faw 
at  a  much  greater  Diftance  thofe  Evils,  which 
we  affedl  to  be  infenfible  of  in  their  neareft 
Approaches;  and  wifely  provided  fuch  Re- 
medies, as  to  them  appear'd  moft  likely  to 
prevent  the  Danger.  The  feveral  Bills  I. 
have  already  mentioned  were,  as  they  fay, 
cnadled  with  this  fole  View  of  excluding  a 
Multiplicity  of  Officers  from  Seats  in  Parlia- 
ments. They  particularly  inftance  in  three, 
which  therefore  may  deferve  our  Notice. 
The  firft  relates  to  the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms, 
Excife,  ^c.  who  are  all,  to  a  Man,  difqua- 
lify'd  from  Seats  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Ttie  Fafl  is,  indeed,  notorious,  but  if  it  can  be 
fhewn,  that  the  Motives  which  gave  rife  to 
this  Bill,  and  the  Reafons  which  prevail'd 
with  the  Legiflature  for  paffing  it  at  that 
Time,  were  entirely  foreign  to  the   prefent 
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Cafe.  If  it  can  be  farther  prov'd  that  they 
were  diredly  oppofite  to  the  Principles  on 
which  the  neceflity  of  a  Place  Bill  are  founded  j 
the  Advocates  for  the  latter  will  have  little 
Reafon  to  triumph  in  any  Advantage  their 
Caufe  can  receive  from  it  ?  To  judge  then 
on  what  Principles  our  Anceftors  adted  in 
the  Exclufion  they  gave  to  thefe  Gentlemen, 
it  will  be  fufficient  to  recite  the  Preamble  to 
to  the  Bill,  which  Ifhall  give  the  Reader,  as 
they  ftand  in  the  Statute  of  the  3d  oiWilL 
and  Mar.  Chap.  i.  without  any  Alteration. 
The   Adt   takes  notice,  *  that  the  Officers  of 

*  Excife,  by  Reafon  of  the  Greatnefs  of  their 
'  Duty  J  and  the  extraordinary  Powers  given 

*  to  them^  had  freqiie?jtly  by  'Threats  or  Pro- 

*  miles,   jo  far  prevailed  on  EleSlors,    that 

*  they  had  been  abfolutely  debarred  of  the  Free- 

*  dom   of  giving  their  Votes ,  which ^  accord-* 

*  ingto  the  known  Conflitution  of  the  Kingdom y 

*  every  Perfon  ought  to  have,  and  enjoy  \  it  then 
enadts,  '  that  any  fuch  Officer  who  perfuadcs,  or 

*  dijfuades  any  EleSlor  from  giving  his  Vote^ 

*  JJjall forfeit  one  hundred  Pounds,  and  be  inca- 

*  pable  of  executing  any  Office  relating  to  the  Ex- 

*  cife.'  h  it  pofiible  for  Words  more  plain- 
ly io  exprefs  the  Meaning  of  the  Legillature  ? 
Or  can  any  Man  doubt  that  the  fundamental 
and  uniform  Principle  on  which  they  adtcd, 
was  no  other  than  a  fteady  Regard  to  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Peoples  Right  of  Choice  i* 
Since  thefe  Officers  were  not  declared  inca- 
pable 
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pable  of  being  eledted  barely  as  being  Servants 
of  the  Crown,  or  becaufe  they  had  charge  of 
colledling  the  Revenue,  but  from  the  undue 
Influence  which  the  Nature  of  their  Offices 
might  probably  give  them  over  their  Eledors. 
The    Danger    then,  which    our   Anceflors 
apprehended,  and   prudently  endeavoured  to 
prevent,  did  not  arife  from  their   imme- 
diate   Dependance    on    the    Crown, 
but  from  the  Dependance  of  the  Peo- 
ple UPON   them.     It  was  the   Manner  of 
their  getting  into  the  Hoiife,  and  not  any  Appre- 
-  henjion  of  ivhat  they  might  do  whe?!  they  ivere 
there^  that  gave  rife  to  this  Adt  of  Exclufion. 
This,  it  muft  be  confefs'd,   was  a  wife  and 
juft  Regulation,    in  Favour  of  the  Peoples 
Right   of  judging  for  themfelves.      It  was 
juftly  apprehended,  that  their  Concerns  with, 
and  Intereft  in,  fo  many  of  their  Conftituents, 
as  were  likely  to  be  affeded  by  the  publick 
Revenues,  and  the  abfolute  Command  which 
the  fuperior  Officers  will  always  have  over 
the  inferior,  who  often  make  no  inconflder- 
able  Part  of  fome  Corporations,    might   be 
able    to  controul  the  Freedom  of  Eledions, 
and   deprive  the   People  of  their  undoubted 
Right    of  Choice.     But  would  it  not  be  a 
very  extraordinary   Manner    of  Reafoning, 
to  infer  from  a   Law  evidently  defigned  to 
fupport  the  Peoples  Right  of  judging  for  them- 
felves, that  therefore   they  ought  to  be  de- 
priv'd  of  this  Right  j  as  they  certainly  muft 
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be  if  debarr'd  the  Liberty  of  chufiag  fuch  Of- 
ficers to  reprefent  them  in  Parliament,  whofe 
Employments  give  them  no  Command  over 
their  Votes,  nor  in  any  Manner  controul  the 
Freedom  of  their  Eledions  ?  The  Qu^alifica- 
tion  Ad:,  which  has  likevv^ife  been  quoted 
on  this  Occafion,  has  as  little  to  do  with  a 
Place-Bill  as  the  former.  It  was  delign'd,  or 
at  leafi  pretended^  to  befo^  to  fupport  the  Dig- 
nity, and  Honour  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
by  reftraining  Members  to  the  PoflefTion 
of  a  certain  vilible  Eftate  in  Land,  fufficient 
to  fupport  their  Characters  with  proper  Lu- 
ilre,  and  fet  them  above  the  Power  of  Cor- 
ruption. It  would,  I  believe,  be  eafy  to 
fl:iew  from  the  Time,  and  Manner  in  which 
this  Bill  was  introduced,  that  it  was  proper- 
ly the  Child  of  Fadion,  and  intended  to  fup- 
port a  Jlupid  and  infamous  DijUnBion  be- 
twixt the  trading  and  Coimtry  Party :  The 
Advocates  for  the  Bill  had  occafion  at  that 
Time  to  court  the  latter,  to  whom  they. 
made  the  Complement  of  facrificing  the 
Birth-right  of  Gentlemen  of  vafily  larger 
Fortunes,  only  becaufe  they  thought  fit  to- 
employ  them  in  the  Service  of  the  Govern-, 
ment,  as  Merchants :  However,  as  that  Adt. 
has  nothing  to  do  with  a  Place-Bill,  I  rtiall 
make  no  farther  Remarks  on  it  at  prefent,  it 
will  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that  as  in  Fad,  it  has 
never  anfwer'd  any  valuable  Purpofe,  fo  from 
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the  loofe  Manner  in  which  it  was  drawn, 
there  is  but  too  much  Reafon  to  fufped:  it 
was  never  defign'd  to  do  fo.  The  laft  In- 
stance produced  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  is  an 
Ad  pafled  in  the  Reign  of  the  late  King  Wil- 
liam^ abfolutely  excluding  from  a  Seat  in 
Parliament,  every  Perfon  who  after  the  Accef- 
fion  of  the  prefent  Family  to  the  Throne,  fhould 
hold  any  Place,  or  Office  under  the  Cfown. 
This,  it  muft  be  confefs'd,  at  firft  View,  feems 
full  to  their  Purpofe,  being  the  very  thing 
they  are  aiming  at  at  prefent:  But  without  any 
Reflexions  on  the  well  known  Defign  of 
that  Bill,  or  the  Charadler  of  thofe  who 
promoted,  and  at  laft  pafs'd  it,  it  will  be 
fufficient  to  fay,  that  even  before  it  came 
to  be  put  in  Execution,  it  was  found  fo  fruit- 
ful of  Danger  to  the  Conftitution,  that  tho' 
it  has  never  been  abfoluttly  repealed,  the 
Sting  has  been  taken  away,  by  a  fubfequent 
Claufe,  only  requiring  fuch  Perfons  to  be  re- 
eleded,  which  is  all  we  are  at  prefent  con- 
tending for. 

I  might,  I  believe,  flop  here,  and  refer  it 
to  every  impartial  Reader,  whether  a  Bill  fo 
unnecefTary  in  itfelf,  and  fo  dangerous  in  its 
Confequences,  deferves  the  Pains  that  has  al- 
ready been  taken  to  promote  it  ? 

1  muft,  however,  be(^  my  Reader's  Patience, 
if  I  proceed  yet  one  Step  farther,  and  ffiow, 
that  fliould  it  ever  pafs  into  a  Law,  it  will,  in  all 
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probability  be  found  ineffedual  to  anfwer  the 
Ends  pretended  to  be  ferv'd  by  it.  Let  us  only 
fuppofe  a  Majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
fo  infamoufly  mean  as  to  fell  their  Country, 
betray  the  Rights  of  their  Conftituents,  and 
give  up  their  own  Privileges,  for  any  private 
Advantage,  and  what  will  it  avail,  that  they 
are  deny'd  Places  whilft  they  continue  Mem- 
bers ?  May  not  a  Poft  of  Profit  be  the  Re- 
ward of  a  feven  Years  Dependance  ?  Or  even 
of  a  Triennial  Servitude  in  Corruption^  fliould 
that  Term  hereafter  be  the  Duration  of  Par- 
liament. May  not  a  Son,  a  Relation,  or  a 
Domeftick,  receive  the  Reward  due  to  their 
Services  in  the  Houfe?  If  fuch  Evafions  have 
not  been  hitherto  put  in  Pradice,  it  muft 
be  owing  to  the  Honour  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Integrity  of  the  Miniftry,  and 
not  the  Difficulty,  or  Impoffibility  of  the 
thing  itfelf.  Let  then  only  be  fuppos'd,  that 
in  fome  future,  diftant  Period  of  Time,  an 
ambitious  Prince,  or  an  over-bearing  Minifter 
fliould  have  Occafion  to  employ  thefe  "cenat 
ArtSj  or  fliield  their  Crimes  by  introducing 
fuch  a  corrupt  Dependance^  would  the  prefent 
Bill  be  found  a  fufficient  Barrier  to  the  Evils 
it  is  pretended  to  prevent  ?  The  Sources  of 
Corruption  are  too  numerous  to  be  ftopt  by  this 
feeble  Engine,  and  or  indeed  by  any  which 
the  utmoi?  Wifdom  of  our  State- Reformers 
will  ever  be  able  to  invent  :  For  I  fliall 
I  2  make 
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make  no  Scruple  to  lay  it  down  as  a  Maxiniy 
even  to  thefe   Machiavels    in   Politics,  that 
wherever  Members  are  willing  to  be  corrup- 
ted, the  Means  of  effeding  it  will  never  be 
long   wanting.     New  Laws  may  indeed  be 
made,  and  every  Seffions  frefli  Barriers  form'd 
to  Tupport  our  Conftitution,  but  fo  long  as 
thofe  who  have  it  in  their  Power  to  give  it 
up,  are   capable  of  being  brib'd  to  betray  it, 
the  Danger  will  always  remain,  nay  perhaps  be 
greater  and  more  imminent,  the  more  fecret 
the  Methods  are  which  may  be  taken  to  efFed: 
it.  Should  it  then  be  afl«:'d,  What  remains  after 
all  to  be  done  ?  Or  muft  we  for  ever  be  liable 
to    the    Evils    which    thele    Gentlemen    fo 
pathetically  bewail  ?  The  Anfwer  is  obvious, 
and  plain.     Nothing  but  the  perfonal  Virtue 
of  Men  in  general,  and  of  our  Reprefentatives 
in  particular,  can  fecure  us  againft  the  EfFeds 
of  Venality,    and  the  Artifices  of  a  Court : 
It  is  to  this  then  we  muft  truft,  preferve  our- 
felves  fuperior  to  Corruption,  and  if  we  find 
this  fteady  Virtue  fail  in  any  of  our  Repre- 
fentatives,   we    have   the    Remedy    in    our 
own   Power,  by   chufing  others,  of  whofe 
Integrity   we  may   have  better  Satisfaction. 
This  is  already  in  our  own  Power  to  do, 
without  the  Affiftance  of  a  Place-Bill  j  nay, 
it   is  probable,  fliould  fuch  a   one  ever  pafs, 
we  Hiay  not  be  altogether  fo  much  at  Li- 
berty in  this  refpedt,  fince  Perfons  of  whofe 

Abilities 
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Abilities  and  Honour  we  have  the  greateft 
Security,  may  be  difqualify'd  to  receive  the 
Benefit  of  our  Votes,  and  we  deny'd  the 
Advantages  of  their  Services.  This  Foun- 
dation, and  this  only,  we  may  depend  on 
as  fufficient  to  fuftain  the  Weight  of  the 
Conftitution,  and  an  adequate  Security  to  our 
Rights  and  Liberties  :  Since  it  is  Folly, 
nay,  even  Infolence^  for  Electors  who  are 
mean  enough  to  fell  their  own  Votes,  to  ex- 
ped:  more  difinterefted  Virtue  in  thofe  who 
purchafe  them.  Would  we  prevent  the  Ef- 
fects of  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  our  Re- 
prefentatives,  we  muft  our  felves  fet  the  Ex- 
ample of  that  fteady  Patriotifm  in  our  own 
Condu(ft,  which  we  hope  for  from  theirs  ?  And 
whilft  we  thus  preferve  ourfelves  independent 
without  Doors,  there  will  never  be  any 
Danger  of  being  made  Slaves  by  thofe 
withi?i ;  but  if  by  our  own  Negled;,  we  re- 
turn Gentlemen  to  Places  in  the  Houfe,  who 
are  capable  of  thefe  criminal  Submiffions  to 
a  Court,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt  pre- 
venting fuch  Influence  by  denying  them 
Places  out  of  it.  If  Perfons  of  Honour 
and  Integrity,  fuperior  by  their  perfonal 
Fortunes  to  the  mean  Neceffity  of  Depen- 
dance  on  a  Court,  are  made  the  Guardians 
of  our  Liberties,  they  muft  be  fafe  in  De- 
fiance of  the  moft  ainbitious  Prince,  or 
artful  Minifter  J  nor  will  it  be  in  the  Power 

of 


62  A  Review  of^  ^c. 

of  a  Place  to  influence  their  Deliberations, 
or  controul  their  Votes :  Bat  if  they  want 
thefe  Virtues,  there  will  always  be  fuffi- 
cient  Means  in  the  Power  of  a  Court,  to 
gratify  their  Avarice,  or  fatisfy  their  Am- 
bition. In  the  firft  Cafe  therefore,  the  Bill 
contended  for  will  be  abfolutely  unne- 
ceffary,  in  the  latter  equally  inefFedual. 


AN 
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APPENDIX, 


Addrefs'd  to  the 


Electors  of  Great-Britain. 


jin  ejfe  ulla  major  ant  ihfignior  Contumelia  poteji^ 
quam  Partem  Civitatis  velut  contaminatam  haheri  ? 
^id  eft  aliud  quam  Exfilium  intra  eadem  Moenia 
quam  Relegationem  Pati  ?     Liv. 


Gejitletnen, 

Have  now  finiflied  my  Defign, 
and  laid  before  you  the  Subftance 
of  what  has  hitherto  been  offer'd 
on  both  Sides  of  this  great  and 
important  Debate.  I  have  done 
this  in  the  moft  impartial  Manner  I  am  cap- 
able of,  having  neither  omitted,  nor  difguifed 

any 
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any  Thing  I  have  met  with  from  either  Party 
with  defign,  which  appeared  to  me  any  way 
likely  to  aflift  the  Reader,  in  forming  a  Judg- 
ment for  himfelf  on  a  Queflion  of  fo  much 
Confequence  to  the  Freedom  and  Happinefs 
of  Great-Britain.  As  I  am  confcious  to  my- 
felf  of  writing  under  no  Biafs  to  any  Party, 
being  equally  unknown  to  both,  and  willing 
to  continue  fo;  I  pleafe  myfelf,  I  Ihali  meet 
with  no  Enemies  but  thofe  who  are  fo  to 
the  Caufe  of  Truth,  and  the  Liberties  of  my 
Country. 

Nothing  then  remains  to  be  added  on  this 
Subjecft,  but  a  ferious  Exhortation  to  you,  my 
Cou?itry?nen^  to  examine  the  Reafons  on  both 
Sides  with  Candour,  and  Attention.  What- 
ever private  Views  the  Leaders  of  a  Party  may 
have  in  forming  or  oppofmg  particular 
Schemes  of  Government,  it  is  impoffible  the 
Body  of  the  People  can  have  any  Intereft" 
inconfiftent  with  the  publick  Good.  Dif- 
carded  Statefmen  may  be  influenced  by  Envy, 
and  Men  in  Power  blinded  by  Ambition  y 
but  the  Eledors  of  Great-Britain,  in' their 
collective  Capacity  are  liable  to  none  of  thefe 
unruly  Paffions,  and  are  therefore  the  proper 
Objeds  of  Appeal  in  all  Matters  in  which 
their  own  Rights  and  Liberties  are  imme- 
diately concerned:  It  is  youis  to  determine 
from  your  own  Experience,  of  the  Benefits- 
which  Government  ought  to  produce,  and. 
thofe  you  adually  enjoy,  whether  the  Bill  con- 
tended 
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tended  for  be  really  necefTary  for  the  Safety 
of  our  prefent  happy  Conftitution,  or  whe- 
ther it  be  not  fuch  an  Alteration  as  may  be 
produdlive  of  much  greater  Evils  than  it  can 
poflibly  prevent;  it  is  yours  to  judge  of  the 
Defigns  which  firfl  brought  it  into  the  Houfe, 
and  whether  the  paffing  it  would  not  have 
been  an  Indulgence  to  the  Wantonnefs  of  Op- 
pofition,  and  a  fruitlefs,  if  not  a  dangerous. 
Gratification  of  fuch  a  Spirit  of  Change  as  is 
never  likely  to  be  fatisfy'd  by  the  mod  rea- 
fonable  Conceffions. 

Give  me  leave,  Gentlemen,  on  this  Oc- 
cafion  to  lay  before  you  a  few  general  Confi- 
derations,  which,  as  I  am  fatisfy'd  they  have 
their  Foundation  in  Truth,  may  ferve  as  a 
Guide  to  your  Enquiries,  and  affift  your  De- 
terminations; for  this  Purpofe  it  will  be  ne- 
cefTary to  carry  our  Rekarches  quite  back  to 
the  Original  of  Government,  and  fee  upon 
what  Foundations  you  have  a  Right  of  chu  ling 
any  Reprefentatives  at  all,  becaufe  the  fame 
Principle  which  firft  gave  you  a  Title  to  this 
Privilege,  will  be  highly  ferviceable  to  diredt 
you  in  the  proper  Ufe  and  Exercife  of  it. 

In  this  Enquiry  it  will  appear,  beyond 
Contradidion,  that  as  all  Government  was 
inftituted  for  the  Sake  and  Benefit  of  Society, 
and  Power  originally  lodged  in  the  People ; 
fo  the  fole  Reafon  of  being  governed  by  any 
Reprefentatives  muft  arife  from  the  Impof- 
fibility  of  the  whole  Peoples  afiembling  toge- 
K  tber 
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ther  in  their  colledlive  Capacity  to  a6t  for 
themfelves.  It  is  equally  certain,  that  as  if  they 
could  have  fo  met,  they  would  have  had 
a  full  and  abfolute  Right  of  determining  for 
themfelves,  in  all  Affairs  relating  to  their 
own  Government  j  fo  under  their  prefent  Si- 
tuation their  Liberty  mufl  confift  in  a  free 
and  uncontrouled  Choice  of  fuch  Perfons  to 
reprefent  them,  as  they  fhall  think  moft  pro- 
per to  intruft  with  the  Care  of  their  Inte- 
refts:  Hence  then  it  unavoidably  follows,  that 
every  Propolition  v^hich  tends  to  invade  this 
Privilege,  and  much  more,  which  openly 
and  avowedly  is  defign'd  to  deprive  you  of 
it,  flrikes  at  your  very  being  as  a  free  People, 
and  muft  affcdt  your  Liberties  in  the  moft 
effential  and  valuable  Point. 

This  Privilege  of  determining  for  them- 
felves, who  were  the  fitteft  Perfons  to  be  in- 
truded as  Guardians  of  their  Rights,  and 
Truftees  of  their  Properties,  your  Anceftors 
enjoy 'd,  and  maintain'd  for  feveral  hundred 
Years  without  the  Colour  of  Reftraint ;  fince 
it  will  appear  upon  a  Review  of  our  own 
Hiftory,  that  it  was  never  legally  bounded 
or  even  qualify 'd  by  any  AB  of  Parliament 
from  the  Reign  of  Henry  III,  to  the  Revo- 
lution. From  the  finl  Inftitution  of  Parlia- 
ments in  their  prefent  Form,  till  that  Time, 
every  Man,  or  Corporation  of  Men,  who 
had  a  Right  to  chule  at  all,  had  an  abfolute 
Power  of  returning  whom  they  pleafed,  nor 

was 
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was  any  Freeman  under  any  legal  Incapacity 
of  ferving  his  Country  as  a  Member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  if  his  Conftituents 
thought  fit  to  eled  him.  You  flill  enjoy  this 
Privilege  in  a  very  ample  Manner  notwith- 
flanding  fome  Reftraints  which  have  been 
thought  neceiTary  Qn,alifications  to  prefer ve 
the  Dignity  of  Parliament,  and  prevent  the 
cfFedts  of  Bribery  and  Corruption. 

It  has  been  already  prov'd,  even  to  a  De- 
monftration,  that  even  that  Law,  which  at 
firft  Sight   feems  to  carry  an  Appearance  of 
reftraining  this  Fundamental  Right  of  Choice 
in  the  People,  was  enaded  folely  for  its  Pre- 
fer vation,  by   excluding   only  fuch   Ofiicers 
from  being  Subjeds   of  their  Eledion  who 
might  from  the  Power  and  Influence  of  their 
Places  be  likely  to  controuland  over-awe  their 
Votes.     This  was  the  Principle  on  which  it 
was  founded  to  prevent*  fuch  Men  from  being 
Candidates  for  your  Favour  v/ho  might  com- 
mand, or  terrify  you  into  a  Compliance,  it 
cannot    therefore    with  any   Appearance  of 
Reafon  or  Juftice  be  extended  to  any  other, 
who  cannot  be  obnoxious  to  you  on  this  Ac- 
count, unlefs  the  Time  fliould  come  when  it 
may  be  thought  Offence  futiicient  to  deferve 
a  Difqualification  for    a   Gentleman  in  any 
Manner  to   ferve   the  Crown  j    a   Situation 
which   I    am  fure  no   Friend  to  our  prefent 
happy   Conftitution    will  ever  defire  to  fee  ; 
K  2  and 
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and  which  none  will  labour  to  introduce,  who 

is  not  an  Enemy  to  his  King^  and  a  Uraytor  ta 
his  Country. 

By  the  Privilege  you  now  enjoy  of  deter- 
mining for  your  felves,  whether  the  Servants 
of  the  Crown  are  worthy  to  be  the  Guar- 
dians of  the  Publick  Liberties,  you  hold 
the  Ballance  between  the  contending  Parties 
which  unhappily  divide  us ;  and  who  fo 
proper  to  hold  it  as  yourfelves  ?  It  is  in  your 
Power,  whilft  you  retain  this  Right  in  your 
ov'n  Hands  to  add  to,  or  diminifh  from,  either 
Scale  as  the  Intereft  of  both  may  appear  to 
require  it.  The  firft  Minifter  in  Great- 
Britain  can  obtain  no  Seat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  without  your  Confent,  nor  can  the 
King  himfelf  be  fecure  of  one  Servant  there, 
who  does  not  fit  by  your  Approbation.  Are 
you  apprehenfive  of  Danger  from  the  Court  ? 
Are  the  Meafures  taken  by  the  Miniftry  in- 
confiftent,  in  your  Opinion,  with  the  Ho- 
nour or  Intereft  of  Great-Britain  .?  Are  your 
Liberties  invaded,  or  your  Properties  in  dan- 
ger ?  The  Time  is  at  Hand,  v/ithout  the  Af- 
lidance  of  a  Place-Bill,  to  fiiow  a  juft  Re- 
fer.tment  ot  what  is  pafs'd,  and  prevent  all 
Apprehenilons  of  what  may  be  to  come  : 
Bat  if  by  any  Means,  or  under  any  Pre- 
tence, you  part  with  this  Power,  or  let  the 
Ballance  be  wreiled  out  of  your  own  Hands, 
you  may  live  to  deplore  the  Danger  of  your 
Coriftitution  when  you  are  diiarm'd  of  every 

Means 
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Means  of  redrefling  it.  The  Time  may 
come,  when  a  repubhcan  Fadion  may  be 
feen  triumphant  in  a  Houfe  of  Commons, 
perhaps  trampling  on  the  juft  Rights  of 
the  Crown,  which  may  then  in  vain  ftand 
in  need  of  your  Afliftance  to  prevent  that 
Anarchy  and  Confufion,  which  are  the  na- 
tural Confequence  of  the  growth  of  fuch 
Principles. 

From  whatever  Quarter  then  evils  may  be 
apprehended,  feek  fuch  Remedies  only,  as 
are  Conftitutional,  as  are  con  lift  ent  with 
your  fundamental  Rights,  which  if  once  given 
up,  whatever  may  be  the  Pretence,  you  may 
probably  be  never  able  to  recover.  It  is  Folly 
to  imagine  you  can  ever  ftrengthen  your  Li- 
berties by  parting  with  your  Power.  If  the 
Virtue  of  your  Reprefentatives  appear  fuf- 
picious,  you  muft  truft.  to  your  own,  if  on 
a  fair  impartial  Examination,  they  are  found 
to  have  aded  under  the  Influence  of  private 
Interefl  or  Corruption,  the  Remedy  is  already 
in  your  own  Hands,  and  would  you,  can  you, 
have  a  better  ? 

See  then,  7ny  Countrymen^  with  your  own 
Eyes,  and  judge  from  your  own  Experience, 
what  the  Importance  of  thofe  Privileges  are, 
which  thefe  Advocates  for  a  Place-Bill,  would 
perfuade  you  to  give  up  j  you  have  it  already 
in  your  Power  to  rejed:  every  Candidate  you 
don't  approve  of,  and  why  lliould  you  de- 
fire  to  be  debar'd  the  Liberty  of  chufing  thofe 

you 
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you  do  ?  Will   it  not  be  eafy  from  hence  to 
determine  who  beft  deferve  your  future  Con- 
fidence, thofe  who  oppos'd  an  Innovation  fo 
deflrudtive  of  your  natural  and  legal  Rights,  or 
thofe  who  promoted  it  ?  Thofe  who,  would 
have  made  you  the  Tools  of  their  own  pri- 
vate Ambition,  and  given  you  up  to  Slavery, 
under  the  fpccious  Pretence  of  preferving  your 
Conftitution ;  or  thofe  who,  in  Spite  of  po- 
pular Clamours,  have  dar'd  to  maintain  your 
undoubted  Tide  to  judge  for  yourfelves?  The 
Bill  itfelf,  was,  without  doubt,  calculated  to 
prepoflefs  the   Publick  in  favour  of  the  for- 
mer, and  gain  by  fpecious  and  unfufpeded 
Pretences  a  Majority  without  Doors,  which 
they  had  in  vain  attempted  to  obtain  within. 
It  was  an  Engine  formed  and  levelled  at  the 
Miniftry,  whofe  Deftru6tion,  fince  they  had 
no  other  Means  of  effedling   it,    they  were 
willing  to  procure  by  the  overthrow  of  the 
Conflitution  itfelf:  For  this  Purpofe  the  Prefs 
has  long   labour'd   with  weekly  Produdions 
of  Infamy  and  Scandal,    and  Writers  who 
have  no  Property  of  their  own,  been  taught 
to  bellow  for  Liberty  under  the  Terrors  of  a 
Jail :  Common-Serjfe  has  been  made  the  Tool 
of  Fad  ion,  and  a  well  knoivfi  popifi  Jacobite 
employ'd  to  roai  out  for  Freedom  and  Religion ; 
Craftfmen   have  been  inftruded  to  w^d'/^  over 
the  expiring  Liberties  of  their  Country,  and 
CbampioJ2s  to  rail  at  Bribery  and  Corruption, 
To  you,  Gentlemen,    they  make  their  laft 

Appeal. 
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Appeal,  and  for  my  own  Part,  I  heartily  join 
with  them  in  the  Iflue.  It  is  a  Debate,  in 
which  the  meaneft  Freeholder  amongft  you 
is  fufficiently  qualify'd  to  judge,  fince  every 
Man  can  tell  whether  his  Perfon  is  fafe,  his 
Property  fecure,  and  his  Confcience  free  j  if 
they  are,  and  who  has  yet  dar'd  to  deny  it, 
what  Ground  can  there  be  to  attempt  un- 
neceffary  Alterations  in  a  Government,  under 
which  thefe  Bleffings  are  inviolably  main- 
tain'd.  It  is  ridiculous  to  affright  yourfelves, 
or  fuffer  others  to  terrify  you,  with  the  Danger 
you  are  in  of  being  made  Slaves,  whilft  you 
muft  always  have  it  in  your  own  Choice  to 
continue  free  ;  but  let  it  always  be  remember- 
ed, that  this  Security  depends  on  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  your  Right  of  eledling  your  own 
Reprefentatives,  and  judging  how  far  the 
Servants  of  the  Crown  may  deferve  a  Share  in 
the  Confidence  of  the  People;  give  up  this 
under  any  Pretence  whatfoever,  and  you  lofe 
the  only  Means  in  your  Power  of  fupporting 
your  Monarchy  in  its  prefent  undoubted 
Rights,  Ihould  it  ever  be  attack'd  by  a  growing 
republican  Fadion  amongft  us.  Refled  then, 
that  Oppofition  to  Place-Men,  only  as  Ser- 
vants of  the  Crown,  cannot  be  eftablifh'd  on 
any  other  Principle,  but  a  Suppofition  that 
the  Intereft  of  the  Crown  will,  at  all  Times, 
be  naturally  oppofite  to  the  Peoples,  a  Maxim 
abfolutely  repugnant  to  the  Nature  of  our 
Conftitution,  and  which  can  never  prevail, 

without 
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without  proving  fatal  to  the  Monarchy  itfelf. 
Whilft  you  ad:  under  the  Power  of  thefe  Con- 
fiderations,   you  will  not,  I  perfuade  myfelf, 
be   induced    to    withdraw  your  Confidence 
from  Gentlemen  in  Places  for  no  other  Rea- 
fon,  but  becaufe  they   are   Servants   to  the 
King,  you  will  notoppofe  Minifters  only  be- 
caufe they  are  Minifters,  nor  declare  a  Dif- 
like   to   the   Government  of  your  Country, 
from  the  fole  Confideration  that  it  is  the  pre- 
fent  Eftablifhment.     Such  a  Condudt   muft 
be    produdtive  of  the   wildeft  Anarchy,  it 
muft  deftroy  the  very  being  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  civil   Society  itfelf  muft  ceafe  whenever 
Governors   come   to   be   hated  as  fuch,  and 
Men  in  Power  pafs  as  a  fynonimous  Term 
for    Traytors  to   their  Country.     In  fuch  a 
Situation,  with  how  much  Juftice  might  the 
Charader   of  the  Roman  State,  juft  before 
the  total  DifTolution  of  that  Republick,   be 
apply 'd  to  ours,  Ea  demum  eft   Romanorum 
Libertas  nee   Leges,  7jeque  Stafuta,  neqiie  Se- 
iiatus,  jieque  Magijiratus^  neqiie  Mores  majo- 
rum  vereri. 

That  fuch  Inlinuations  as  thefe,  are  not 
entirely  groundlefs,  appears  but  too  plain, 
from  the  paft  Condud  of  thefe  Advocates 
for  a  Place-Bill,  which  I  fhall  always  efteem 
the  beft  Rule  of  judging  what  their  future  is 
like  to  be.  The  Place-Bill,  Gentlemen,  is 
far  from  being  the  only  Innovation  that  has 
of  late  been  attempted  amongft  us,  bad  as  it 

is 
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is,  more  dangerous  Experiments  have  beea 
ofFer'd,  and  prefs'd  with  equal  Zeal;  we  have 
had  Reafons  offer'd  us  for  altering  the  Du- 
ration of  Parliaments,  the  Reftraints  of  the 
Riot  Act  have  been  thought  too  fevere,  and 
inconfiftent  with  that  unbounded  Liberty 
which  we  ought  to  enjoy.  Reprefentations, 
and  ftrong  ones  too,  have  been  made  by  thefe 
Patriots,  againft  Repofing  any  Confidence  or 
Credit  in  the  King  ;  nor  have  they  with  lefs 
Warmth  contended  for  infolently  abridging 
the  Royal  Prerogative,  and  depriving  their 
Sovereign  of  the  iupreme  Command  of  the 
Army,  notwitftanding  a  Stratocracy  or  Mili- 
tary Tyranny  muft  have  been  the  unavoidable 
Confequence  of  it.  All  thefe,  and  many  more 
that  might  have  been  mention'd,  have  been 
the  ProjecSls  of  thefe  modern  Reformers  of  the 
State,  thefe  they  have  dar'd  to  propofe  at  a 
Time  wjien  their  Numbers  were  too  inconli- 
derable,  even  to  deferve  the  Attention  of  the 
Houfe,  to  what  yet  unthought  of  Lengths 
might  this  all-changing,  all- reforming  Spirit 
be  carry'd,  fliould  they  ever  come  to  obtain  a 
Majority  there  ^.  Would  it  be  difficult  to 
fliow  how  well  thck  zealous  Defenders  of 
our  Liberties  have  begun  to  copy  the  black 
original  Plan  drawn  for  them  in  1641.  May 
the  Remembrance  of  that  fatal  Period  pre- 
ferve  us  from  purfuing  the  fame  Meafures, 
as  ever  we  hope  to  avoid  the  Mifery  and 
Confufion  that  attended  them.  1  have  now 
L  before 
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before  me  the  Sentiments  of  a  right  reverend 
Prelate  on    this  Occafion,  his  Lordlhip's  di- 
fliinguifli'd  Charader,  the  Juftice  of  his  Re- 
flexions, and  the  Beauty  of  his  Language,  will 
undoubtedly  give  a  greater  Weight  to  what 
I  am  endeavouring  to  lay  before  you,  I  mean 
the  Danger  of  unneceflary  Innovations  in  the 
State,  than   any  thing   of  my  own,   I  (hall 
therefore  tranfcribe  his  own  Words.     Speak- 
ing of  the  Calamities   which   attended   the 
civil  War.     *  Much,  fays  he,  of  the  Mifery 
the  Nation   underwent  was  owing  to  that 
unhappy  Pronenefs,  which  there  is  in  Man- 
kind, to  magnify  the  real  Inconveniencies 
of   their   Condition,    and   add   imaginary 
ones   to  them :  Their  own  ill  Condud:  is 
always  the  laft  Thing   they  charge  them 
upon,  that  of  their  Superiors,  ufually  the 
Firft.     For    thefe    Inconveniencies,    they 
flatter  themfelves  there  muft  be  fome  Re- 
medy;   and   then,    whatever  Scheme   for 
Reformation,  either  their  own  Imagination 
prefents,  or  any   Body   elfe  fuggefts,  they 
embrace  it  immediately,  run  haftily  away 
with  it,  and  foon  grow  too  vehement,  ever 
to  conlider,  whether  it  be  not  impradicable 

or   inefl'ecfluiil,    unjufi:  or   pernicious. 

Alterations  may  not  only  be  reafonable  to 
cure  prefent  Complaints,  but  neceflary  to 
prevent  worfe  Diforders.  But  fl:ill  the  ge- 
neral Prefumption  (l^ould  always  be  in  fa- 
vour of  what  is  eflablifl:i'd  ;  and  no  Inno- 
vations, 
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vations,  greater  than  need,  ought  ever  to 
be  attempted.     Intereft,  Opinion,  Refent- 
ment,  Warmth  of  Temper,  place  different 
Things   before  different  Perfons,    in  very 
ftrong  Lights;  too   ftrong  perhaps   to  fee 
them  diftindly  ;  at   leaft   to  obferve  every 
Thing  connedted  with  them.    Thefe  Views 
however  they  a6t   boldly  upon,  heat  one 
another,  fometimes  by  Concurrence,  fome- 
times   by   Oppofition  \    doubt   nothing  in 
themfelves,    fufpedl  nothing  in   thofe  who 
adl  with  them,  pardon   nothing   in  thofe 
who    diifer     from     them  :    deftroy     the 
quiet  of  Numbers  who  have  not  deferved 
it,  as  well  as  their  own  3  and  all  to  do  Mif- 
chicf,  it  may  be,  even  though  they  intend- 
ed Good.     For  not   only  Schemes  which 
look    plaufible  to   fuch  Perfons,    may   be' 
very    hurtful   notwitftanding,    perhaps    to 
themfelves,  perhaps   to  others,  who  have 
an  equal  Right  to  be  confider'd  :  But  fup- 
pofingthem  innocent,  yet  attempting  them 
rafhly,  may  do  unknown  harm,  fliouldthey 
mifcarry,  and  coft  infinitely  too  dear  fliould 
they  fucceed.     If  a  Nation  is  to  be  put  in- 
toaFermentforthem,andtheMultitudecal- 
led  in  to  be  vehementabout  Matters  of  which 
they  are  no  Judges ;  this  in  itfelf  is  a  dreadful 
Evil,  and  may  poffibly  arife  to  a  deftrudlive 
Heighth.     For  in  (ome  Circumftances  it  is 
much  eafier  to  inflame  Perfons  than  to  fore- 
fee  when  they  will  cool  j  and  there  is  one 
Point   of  yet  greater  Importance  than  re- 
L  2  forming 
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*  forming  Errors,    preferving   Reverence  to 

*  Authority it  ought  to  be  well  thought 

*  of,  that  Perfons  who  begin  with  moderate, 
'  and  mofl:  laudible  Intentions,  may  forget 
'  themfelves,  may  be  entan;^kd  with  others, 

*  may  be  led,  or  drove,  into  doing  what  they 

*  greatly  difapprove,  or  may  lofe  all  Power 
'  of  flopping  Mifchief,  when  it  is  oncefet  to 

*  work,  and  have  nothing  left  but  to  periih 

*  with  the  Ship,    in  the  Storm   they    have 

*  helped  to  raile.     Thefe  Dangers  cannot  in- 

*  deed  be  Reafons  for   complying  with    e- 

*  very    Thing ;     But     they     are     powerful 

*  Reafons  for  thinking  cooly  what  de- 
'  ferves  Oppofition,  and  oppofing  it  Vv^ith 
'  Temper  ;  for  confidering  who  are  the  Per- 
'  fons  really  to  blame,  and  in  what  Degree 
'  they  are  fo,  and    how   difficult  it  is  not  to 

*  be  fo  :    For  redreffing   Grievances  by  no 

*  other  than  regular  Methods,  for  waiting  for 

*  Opportunities,  not  forcing  them  :  For  ex- 

*  amining  faithfully  the  Purity  of  our  own 

*  Intentions,  for  asking  ourfelves  often,  how 

*  far  we  mean  to  go,   and  cbferving  carefully 

*  what  thofe  Perfons  aim  at,   with  whom  we 

*  are  engaged  ;  for  weighing  well  what  Re- 

*  medies  the  publick  Conftitution  will  bear, 

*  and  what  it  is  likely  to  link  under,  and  how 

*  great  Multitudes  have   their  Fate  involved 

*  in  that  of  the  whole*.'  Such,  G^;///f;/itv/,  are 
the   BleiTings    which  would  probably  attend 

the 

*  Bifhop  of  Oxford'^  Sermon  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
May  zg,   1739. 
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the  all-reforming  Schemes  of  our  modern  Pa- 
triots, and  fuch  the  Advantages  you  may  ex- 
pe<Sl  from  their  Labours. 

As  I  am  an  Enemy  to  all  Infinuations  of 
evil  Defigns,  where  they  are  not  apparent  in 
themfelves,  or  fupported  by  fufficient  Fads  to 
juftify  the  making  of  them:  I  fhall  willing- 
ly fuppofe    the   Advocates  for  this  Bill,  as 
fincere  as  they  pretend,  in  their  Profefiions  of 
Zeal  for   the   Rights  and  Liberties  of  their 
Country;  that  they  really  forefee,  or  at  leaft 
think,  they  do,  very  dangerous  Confequences 
from   the  Growth  and  Progrefs  of  Corrup- 
tion in  the  State,  that  they  are  adted  by  no 
Motives  of  private  Malice,  or  difappointed 
Ambition,  that  their  Oppofition  to  Men  in 
Power,  does   not  arife  from  their  want  of  it 
themfelves ;  (thefe  are  certainly   very   large 
Conceffions)  and  vet  I  fliall  not  fear  to  affirm, 
that    the  Honefty  of  their  Hearts  can  never 
make  amends  for  the  Heat  and  Diforder  of 
their  Heads  ;  if  then  his  Lordlliip's  Maxims 
are  founded  on  Reafon,  and  juftify 'd  by  Ex- 
perience, will  it  not  be  the  higheft  Inftance 
of  Credulity  to  riik  once  more  thofe  Liber- 
ties, which    were  then  fo  near  being  totally 
dcrtroy'd,  in  the  Hands  of  Men  of  the  fame 
Principles.      All    Encouragement    given   to 
Men  of  this  innovating  Humour,  muft  be 
highly  dangerous  to  the  Conftitution,  it  be- 
ing impoffible  to  tell  what  Conceffions  on  the 
Part  cf  the  Crown,  will  be  fufficient  to  filencc 

their 


yS        APPENDIX. 

their  Clamours,  and  fatisfy  their  Fears.  It 
is  yours  therefore,  your  Intereft  and  Duty, 
to  prevent  the  Storms,  which  Men  of  this 
rarti  and  forward  Temper  would  be  likely  to 
raife,  by  fending  Perfons  of  cooler  Heads  to 
ferve  as  your  Reprefentatives :  Men  firmly 
attach'd  to  yowv  'whole  Conftitution,  and  equal- 
ly Friends  to  the  juft  Rights  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  legal  Privileges  of  the  People.  Thefe 
Interefts  are  in  their  own  Nature  infeparably 
united,  and  it  is  impofhble  to  ferve  the  one 
without  the  other;  if  then  the  Candidates 
lor  your  Favour,  are  Man  of  thefe  Principles, 
vou  will  rejoice  to  have  them  in  the  Service 
of  both,  if  their  Sentiments  are  different 
from  thefe,  I  am  fure  they  deferve  to  be 
employ'd  in  neither. 

The  prefent  Situation  of  our  Affairs  abroad, 
the  neceffary  War  we  are  already  engag'd  in, 
and  the  uncertainty  how  much  farther  it 
may  be  extended  by  the  Acceffion  of  new 
Allies  to  our  avowed  Enemies,  demand  the 
ftrideft  Harmony  and  Union  amongft  the 
feveral  Branches  of  the  Legiflature,  and  the 
mod  entire  Confidence  between  the  King 
and  his  Subjeds:  But  can  thefe  be  fupported 
by  an  open  Declaration  of  ourdiftruft  in  his 
Majefty's  Meafures,  and  our  Diffidence  of 
thofe  he  has  chofen  to  employ  in  his  Ser- 
vice ?  Is  this  a  Time  to  encourage  groundlefs 
Sufpicions  of  imaginary  Dangers,  to  infinu- 
ate  Defigns  againft  our  Liberties  at  home, 

when 
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when  the  Trade  and  Honour  of  the  Nations 
are  lo  powerfully  attack'd  abroad,  to  infpire 
the  deluded  Multitude  with  Jealoufies  of  their 
Governors,  and  weaken  the  Hands  of  the 
Adminiftration,  by  mifreprefenting  their  Abi- 
lities, or  infufing  Doubts  of  their  Integrity  ? 

Give  me  leave,  Gentlemen^  before  I  en- 
tirely finilTi  this  Addrefs,  to  obferve,  that  as 
from  the  Conviction  of  my  own  Confcience, 
on  a  diligent,  and  impartial  Review  of  the 
prefent  Controverfy,  I  heartily  difapprove  the 
Bill  contended  for,  asunneceffary  in  itfelf,  as 
dangerous  in  its  Confequences,  as  unfeafonable 
at  this  Time,  and  inefFe(5lual  at  all  Times : 
So  I  particularly  diilike  the  Methods  by  which 
it  has  been  promoted,  and  gain'd  the  Popu- 
larity its  Advocates  fo  much  boaft  off.  As 
the  Bill,  itfelf,  has  a  very  near  Refemblance 
of  the  felf-denyi?2g  Ordinance,  I  have  already 
mention'd  -,  the  Means  made  ufe  of  to  recom- 
mend it  without  Doors  have  been  v^ry  near 
the  fame.  I  mean,  infamous  Infinuations 
of  Treachery  and  Ambition  in  the  Heads 
and  Generals  of  the  Army,  and  Corruption 
and  Venality  in  the  inferior  OtTicers :  Ad- 
dreffes,  nearly  refembling  the  InftruCtions  we 
have  lately  ktii.  from  feveral  Corporations, 
were  encouraged  from  every  Quarter,  with 
bold,  but  groundlefs  Charge--  againfl  the  belt 
Members  of  that  Houfe  ;  and  the  Mob  with- 
out Doors  were  taught  to  do  more  than  Pe- 
tition for  a  farther  Reformation  within  :  By 

thcl'c 
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thefe  Means,    thofe  Gentlemen  who  really 
meant  well  to  the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  and 
the  Liberties  of  the  People,  who  only  op- 
pos'd   the  unjuft  Extention  of  the   former, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  latter,  were  oblig'd 
to  give   up   their  Power,    and  refign  their 
Places  to  a  fet  of  Men,   the  avow'd  Enemies 
of  Monarchy,   and  Patrons  of  Anarchy  and 
Confiifion.     The  very   fame  Methods   have 
been  notorioufiy  pradis'd  in  the  Cafe  before 
us.     It  would  tire  the  Reader's  Patience,  and 
exceed  the  Limits  defign'd  for  this  Addrefs, 
to  recount  the  various  Methods  our  modern 
Reformers  of  the   State,   have  employed  to 
render  the  Prefent  Adminiftration  equally  in- 
famous, and  expofe  them  to  equal  Vengeance. 
Writers,  notorioufiy  known  for  Falfliood  and 
Proftitutlon,  have  been  long  engag'd  in  this 
falutarv    Work,  their  Libels  have  been  en- 
courag'd,   and  difpers'd  thro'  the  moft  diftant 
Parts  of  Great- Britain.     In  thefe  the  Peo- 
ple  have  been  taught  to  look  on  an  honour- 
able Gentleman,  entrufted  with  the  higheft 
and  moft  important  Affairs  of  State,  in   all 
the  different  Lights  of  Ignorance,  Treachery, 
Avarice,   and  Ambition  :  In  his  Negotiations 
abroad  he  has  been  reorefented,  fometimes  as 
a  Dupe  to  foreign  Courts,  at  other  times  as 
a  Penfioner :  In   his  Condin^l  at  home,  as  a 
Tray  tor  to    his  royal  Mafler,  whofe  Confi- 
dence he  abufes,   and  v/hofe  Honour  he  be- 
trays ;     As    a    Plunderer    of    the    publick 

Revenue, 
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Revenue,  infolently  aflliming  a  Charadler, 
inconfiftent  with  the  Laws  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  like  a  Whirlpool,  drawing  every 
Thing  within  the  Circle  of  its  own  Vortex. 
In  vain  has  he  pafled  repeated  Parliamentary 
Enquiries,  and  been  juftify'd  in  his  Condudt 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  by  the  publick 
Concurrence  of  both  Houfes  of  ParUament, 
to  all  this,  they  have  a  ready  Anfwer,  his 
Judges  are  brib'd,  and  thofe  who  ought  to 
condemn  him,  become  Sharers  in  his  Crimes. 
Hence  naturally  arifes  the  Neceflity  of  a 
Place-Bill ;  and  indeed,  were  the  Truth  of  the 
Premifes  made  to  appear  even  to  a  Probabi- 
lity, I  iliould  readily  concur  in  any  Methods 
to  abridge  him  of  a  Power  he  had  fo  noto- 
rioufly  abufed :  Here  then  I  readily  join 
Iffue  with  his  Accufers, .  but  as  they  have  hi- 
therto ofFer'd  nothing  to  prove  his  Guilt,  I  fliall 
produce  the  moft  incontefted  Evidence  of  his 
Innocence.  Long  had  the  Nation  been 
taught  to  exped:  a  Day  of  Vengeance,  and 
even  foreign  Courts  deluded  with  AiTurances 
of  his  Fall :  The  ever  memorable  Motion  was 
at  laft  made,  in  which  the  united  Strength  of 
the  Oppofition  had  combin'd,  to  juftify  the 
Charges  their  T'ooh  had  fo  liberally  brought 
againft  him.  Need  I  mention  the  Event  of 
that  important  Day  :  He  was  acquitted.  Gen- 
tlemen^ in  a  Manner,  in  which  Bribery  could 
have  no  Influence,  acquitted  by  his  very  Ene- 
mies. Men  long  mifled  by  Clamour,  had 
M  their 
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their  Eyes  then  open'd  by  Enquiry,  and 
join'd  many  of  them,  in  an  open  Vindica- 
tion of  his  Innocence;  whil  ft  others  modeftly 
withdrew,  afhamed  at  once  of  their  own 
Credulity,  and  the  Folly  of  his  Accufers.  As 
thefe  Fads  cannot  be  contradidted,  the  In- 
ference will  be  equally  ftrong  and  conclu- 
five  J  and  the  very  Foundations  of  a  Place- 
Bill,  which  were  laid  on  the  Suppofition  of 
his  Guilt,  and  their  Corruption,  irrecoverably 
overthrown.  Need  I  after  this  add,  that  as 
there  could  be  no  Occafion  for  the  Minifter 
to  offer  a  Bribe,  there  is  as  little  Probability, 
that  the  Gentlemen  poflefs'd  of  Places  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  would  accept  of  one. 
It  would  be  ridiculous  to  pretend,  that  Men 
of  Fortune,  Integrity,  and  Honour  iliould 
concur  to  promote  diflioneft  Purpofes  for  the 
Sake  of  a  private  Advantage,  which  their 
perfonal  Property  had  fet  them  above  the 
want  of,  or  that  the  ableft  Officers  fliould 
be  fmgled  out  to  carry  on  the  weakeft  Mea- 
fures.  Men  of  this  Stamp  would  difdain  to 
lubmit  to  fo  infamous  a  Drudgery.  Their 
Charaders  will  always  be  a  fufficient  Security 
to  the  People  for  the  Honour  and  Integrity 
of  their  Adions :  Since  the  Accomplifliment 
of  wicked  Views,  by  fuch  Means,  is  as  in- 
confiftent  as  the  Co-exiftence  of  Light  and 
Darknefs,  as  the  Agreement  of  Wifdom  and 
Folly,  of  Virtue  and  Knavery, 

I  have 
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I  have  now  finifh'd  all  I  defign'd  to  fay  oa 
this  Subjed ;  if  the  above  Confiderations  are 
of  any  Weight  in  themfelves,  I  pleafe  my- 
felf,  they  wiW  have  a  fuitable  Effedt  on  your 
Condudt,  on  this  important  Occafion.  In  the 
Review  of  this  Debate,  I  have  adled  with  the 
utmoft  impartiality  on  both  Sides ;  I  have 
neither  omitted,  nor  defignedly  mifreprefent- 
ed  any  of  the  Arguments,  which  the  Advo- 
cates for  a  Place-Bill  have  hitherto  produced, 
and  tho'  in  my  Addrefs  to  you,  Gentlemen,  I 
have  made  no  fcruple  to  own,  that  I  fee  no  Ne- 
ceffity,  nor  even  any  probable  Advantage  to  the 
Conftitution  from  the  pafling  it,  yet  I  am  far 
from  defiring  to  impofe  my  own  Sentiments 
on  any,  who  may  fee  Reafon  to  differ  from 
me.  It  is  yours  to  determine,  each  Man  for 
himfelf,  it  is  your  undoubted  Right  to  do  it, 
and  it  will  be  your  Intereft  to  do  it  without 
Favour  or  AfFedion.  Your  Reprefentatives, 
with  whom  you  have  entrufted  the  Care  of 
your  Rights  and  Privileges,  as  Freemen,  or 
Freeholders  of  Great-Britairiy  are  now  about 
to  refign  that  important  Charge,  and  you  will 
become,  in  a  few  Days,  the  Guardians  of 
your  own  Liberties :  If  they  have  been  well 
taken  care  of,  under  their  Condu(ft,  you  will, 
without  doubt,  have  juft  Reafon  to  repofe 
the  fame  Confidence  in  them  again  j  if  they 
have  done  their  Duty,  and  acquitted  them- 
felves with  Integrity  and  Honour,  Gratitude 
and  Intereft,  both  plead  for  the  Continuance 
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of  your  Favour,  to  thofe  who  may  again  de- 
iire  it :  If  any  have  adted  otherwife,  it  is  now 
in  your  Power  to  fhow  a  proper  Refentment, 
by  difmiffing  them  from  a  Charge,  which 
they  have  either  negledted,  or  been  found  in- 
capable of  executing  j  above  all,  if  any  (hall 
have  been  found  mean  enough  to  proftitute 
their  Votes,  on  any  account  whatfoever,  let 
fuch  feel  the  flrongeft  Marks  of  your  Indigna- 
tion :  But,  at  the  fame  Time,  always  remem- 
ber that  the  Proof  be  fufficient  to  fupport  the 
Charge  5  you  will  not  therefore  think  it  a  fuf- 
ficient Evidence  of  Corruption,  that  one  Gen- 
tleman enjoys  a  Place  under  the  Government, 
nor  take  it  for  granted,  that  another  who  op- 
pofes  the  Adminiftration,  ads  therefore  from 
Motives  of  Envy  or  Revenge.  It  is  certainly 
no  impoffible  thing,  that  a.  Man's  Intereft 
and  his  Judgment  may  both  go  together,  and 
it  would  be  a  very  rafh  and  cruel  Cenfure,  to 
infer,  that  becaufe  his  Vote  was  agreeable  to 
the  firft,  it  muft  be  contrary  to  the  laft.  Above 
all,  take  care,  that  whilft  you  condemn  Cor- 
ruption in  your  Reprefcntatives,  after  they 
are  chofen,  you  don't  yourfelves  encourage  it 
by  Venahty  in  your  Choice.  Thefe  plain  and 
obvious  Rules,  obferv'd  in  your  future  Elec- 
tions, you  may  reafonably  hope  the  Continu-* 
ance  of  the  Bleflings  you  at  prefent  enjoy," 
your  Monarch  glorious,  and  your  Country 
happy. 

FINIS. 


